
Part II

The Biblical
Structure of Reality



The Invisible God:
..I AM''

The centra l  declarat ion of  the Scr iptures is  that  God ls .
The constant affirmation of the Scriptures is that God acts.
I t  has a lways been a wonder to me that  some men can read the

Bib le r ight  through and leave God out  ot i t .  That  is  a r remendous
feat  of  in te l lectual  exc is ion.  Everyth ing is  at t r ibuted to nature and
man,  noth ing is  at t r ibuted to God.  The presupposi t ion behind i t
is  that  there is  no God.  I t  requi res a del iberate and select ive b l ind-
ness that  screens out  much of  what  the Bib le is  about .

I f  a  man reads rhe Bib le thar  way,  he fa i ls  complete ly  to under-
stand i t .  As a record_of ,evenrs,  the Bib le goes b iyond the te l l ing
of  the event  ro reveal  what  l ies behind the event .  More precisely- ,
i t  goes beyond the event  to te l l  who-whose inte l l igenci  and wi l l
- l ies unseen behind the event .

The Bib le is  a book that  p ierces beyond the narura l  in to the
supernatura l .  A man who reduces i t ,  by mental  f ia t ,  to  the dead
level  of  the natura l ,  censors out  of  the Bib le exact ly  what  the book
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was g iven to make c lear  to man.  He lays an edict  upon h is  under-
standing not  to  grasp what  the Bib le is  about .

The Bib le asser ts ,  uni formly and f rom the beginning to end,
that there are different levels of intell igent and active l ife: beasts,
man,  angels,  demons,  Satan,  God.  More are unseen than are seen.
Al l  but  the beasts are in te l l igent  agents whose act ions profoundly
affect human history. To smash them all down to a single level of
ex is tence is  to  read the Bib le wi th resolute uninte l l igence.

The inte l l igent  way to read the Bib le is  not  to  lump everyth ing
together  wi thout  d iscr iminat ion,  ass igning to man or  to nature the
acts of  God.  The inte l l igent  and d iscr iminate way to read the Bib le
is  to ass ign the acts of  man to man,  the acts of  Satan to Satan,  the
acts of  God to God,  the acts of  angels to angels,  and the acts of
demons to demons.  To do that  i l luminates events.  Not  to do so
obscures thei r  causes.  There are events today that  are not  in te l l ig i -
ble apart from the Biblical structure of reality.

The centra l  declarat ion of  the Scr iptures is  that  God is .  When
God commissioned Moses to lead the people of  Israel ,  Moses
wondered i f  the people would accept  h is  commission as genuinely
div ine.  God said to Moses,  "Say th is  to the people of  Israel :  ' I  AM
has  sen t  me  to  you . ' "

Through Isaiah God said,  "For  I  am God,  and there is  no other ;
I  am God,  and there is  none l ike me,  declar ing the end f rom the
beginning,  and f rom ancient  t imes th ings not  yet  done."  Isa iah

46 :g - ro .
" In the beginning God .  .  . "  are the f i rs t  words of  the Bib le.  Look

at  the f i rs t  chapter  of  Genesis:  "And God said.  .  .  . "  "And God
saw. .  .  . "  "And God made.  .  .  . "  "And God cal led.  .  .  . "  "And God
set .  .  .  . "  "So God created.  .  .  . "  "And God b lessed them. .  .  . "  "So
God created man.  .  .  . "  "And God saw everyth ing that  he had
made,  and behold,  i t  was very good."  The Bib le is  in  large par t  an
account  of  God in act ion.

The God of  the Scr iptures is  a God of  in te l l igent  and purposefu l
and efficient activity. He is a God Who acts-Who acts in human
history.  He is  a God Who speaks,  and the s ignature of  His d iv in i ty
is  that  what  He speaks far  in  advance is  fu l ly  acted out  in  h is tory.

In Genesis,  and throughout  the Bib le,  we see God exerc is ing
at t r ibutes of  vo l i t ion and inte l l igence and personal i ty  and speech
of  which man is  capable on a d imin ished scale,  because man is
made in the image of  God.

There are scholars who scof f  a t  th is  as "an anthropomorphic
God."  They fa i l  to  grasp that  God del iberate ly  speaks to man
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about  Himsel f  in  terms understandable to man.  When the in f in i te
God speaks to f in i te  man,  He speaks in  terms measured to the
mind and erper ience of  man,  just  as a parent  in  speaking to a chi ld
br ings h is  words and i l lust rat ions wi th in the range of  a chi ld 's
comprehension.  I f  God is  l ike man i t  is  because the lacul t ies wi th
which man is  endowed are in  major  respects God- l ike.

Genesis declares that  "God said, 'Let  us make man in our  imaee,
af ter  our  l ikeness,  and let  thenr  have dominion.  .  .  .  So God created
man in h is  own image,  in  the image of  God created he h im; male
and female created he them. And God b lessed them. .  ,  . "  (Genesis
r :26-28.)  God endowed the f i rs t  man Adam wi th at t r ibutes of  wi l l
and inte l l igence and speech,  so that .  man was l ike h is  creat .or .

Man was made in the image of  God,  but  s in entered the human
race and man is  now a badly marred image of  God.  Psalm 8z:6
says, "I 'ou are gods, and all of you are children of the most high, but
you shal l  d ie l ike men . "

The Invisible God

The Bib le says that  "God is  a spi r i t . "  ( fohn 4:24.)  He is  inv is ib le
and He is  immorta l .

The inv is ib le Cod has expressed Himsel f  in  the ph,vs ical  crea-
t ion.  His creat ive hand is  seen in the natura l  order ,  but  He does
not  dwel l  on that  p lane.  Romans l :2o says,  "Ever  s ince the crea-
t ion of  the wor ld h is  inv is ib le nature,  namely,  h is  eternal  power
and dei ty ,  have been c lear ly  seen in the th ings that  have been
made . "

God is  a spi r i t ,  inv is ib le to the eye of  man,  and He dwel ls  on the
spi r i tua l  p lane.  He is  supernatura l - that  is ,  above nature.  Al l  that
we see in the natura l  realm, f rom the in t r icate design of  the atom
to the great  balanced wheels of  the stars and galax ies,  is  the prod-
uct  of  God's creat ive genius and His in f in i te  power.  Nature is  His
handiwork.  The Mi lky Way a lone is  a system of  over  a hundred
bi l l ion stars.

"No  one  has  eve r  seen  God , "  t he  B ib le  says  i nJohn  r : r 8 .  He
cannot  be d iscovered in any way other  than by His own sel f - revela-
t ion made to man at  t imes and by the means of  I l is  own choosing.
The Scr iptures- the sum of  revelat ion af ter  revelat ion g iven to
l lebrew men over  many centur ies-are the appointed means that
Cod uses to convey to mankind the t ruth about  Who He is ,  what
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His purposes are,  and about  the in te l l igent  forces that  operate in
the supernatura l  realm.

God chose the Hebrew people to be the rec ip ients and heralds
of  His revelat ion of  Himsel f  to  mankind,  and i t  is  wi th the pa-
t r iarchs that  th is  unfo ld ing revelat ion of  God began.

God commenced His publ ic  revelat ion of  Himsel f  wi th Abraham
and cont inued and expanded i t  through Isaac,  Jacob,  Joseph,
Moses,  David,  and the Hebrew prophets.

A man may learn something about  Cod through teaching,  but  he
only comes Lo htou God by a d i rect ,  personal  revelat ion to h imsel f .

Jacob had learned about  God and about  the acts of  God f rom
his fathers.  but  he d id not  know God unt i l  God revealed Himsel f
toJacob.  That  is  the d i f ference betwecn head knowledge and heart
knowledge.  A man mav be to ld a l l  about  a cer ta in young woman
-her  b i r thplace,  her  background,  her  school ing,  her  character ,
her  act iv i t ies-and he may have a very complete and accurate
concept  of  what  she is  l ike,  but  i t  is  not  unt i l  he meets her  that  he
begins to know her  as she real ly  is .

Jacob made a journev f rom his  father 's  house to h is  uncle 's
house.  Chapter  z8 of  Genesis says,  'Jacob lef t  Beersheba and went
toward Haran.  And he came to a cer ta in p lace,  and stayed there
rha t  n igh t ,  because  the  sun  had  se r .  Tak ing  one  o I  t he  s tones  o f
the p lace,  he put  i t  under h is  head and lay down in that  p lace to
s leep.  And he dreamed that  there was a ladder set  up on the ear th,
and the top of  i t  reached to heaven;  and behold,  the angels of  God
were ascending and descending upon i t !  And behold,  the Lord
stood above i t  and said, ' l  am the Lord,  the God of  Abraham your
father ,  and the God of  Isaac;  the land on which you l ie  I  wi l l  g ive
to you and to your  descendants.  .  .  .  Behold,  I  am wi th you and
wi l l  keep you wherever  you go and wi l l  br ing you back to th is
l a n d . . . . '

"ThenJacob awoke l rom his  s leep and said, 'Surely  the Lord is
in this place, and I did not know it. 'And he was afraid and said, 'How

awesome is  th is  p lace!  This is  none other  than the house of  God
and th is  is  the gate of  heaven." 'Jacob named that  p lace Bethel ,
" t he  house  o f  God . "

I t  was,  by a l l  appearances,  an ent i re ly  ord inary p lace whenJacob
stopped there to rest  on h is  journey.  The sun had set ,  darkness
had set t led over  the land,  andJacob could f ind no shel ter  or  com-
for t  except  a s tone for  h is  p i l low.  God was inv is ib le toJacob's eye
there .  The p lace d id not  impress h im. He took a stone,  lay down,
and went  to s leep.  Bethel  was d i f ferent  only  because God chose at
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that  p lace,  on that  n ight ,  to  reveal  Himsel f  to  Jacob.
Jacob knew noth ing of  God,  sensed noth ing of  the pre sence of

God by h is  own facul t ies at  that  p lace-" the Lord is  in  th is  p lace,
and I did not hnow il"-unti l God deliberately broke through the
unseen vei l  that  d iv ides the natura l  f rom the supernatura l  and
revealed Himsel f  toJacob there.  Then that  ord inary p lace seemed
"awesome .  .  .  the house of  God .  .  .  the gate of  heaven."

Jacob could have st ra ined h is  natura l  facul t ies to thei r  utmost
and not  have d iscerned anyth ing more about  that  p lace than i ts
physical  at t r ibutes.  The natura l  senses cannot  penetrate in to the
supernatura l  at  any t ime.  They are stone dumb to the presence of
God,  or  angels,  or  ev i l  sp i r i ts ,  in  any p lace.  They can know noth ing
about  i t  a t  a l l .

God used three means of  communicat ion in  reveal ing Himsel f
to  Jacob.  Jacob received the revelat ion of  God by a dream, by a
v is ion,  and by words- the words that  God spoke to h im that  n ight .

God had spoken previously  to Abraham: " ' fo  your  descendants
I  g ive th is  land,  f rom the r iver  of  Egypt  to  the great  r iver ,  the r iver
Euphrates (Genesis r5: r8. )  The subsequent  revc lat ion
spoken toJacob was in s t r ic t  accord wi th the revelat ion previously
received by Abraham. That  was an ev idence of  i ts  va l id i ty .  Super-
natura l  revelat ions that  contradic t  the Word of  God-they regu-
lar ly  occur-are not  of  God.  They are borne in upon men by ev i l
sp i r i ts ,  and they are meant  to deceive.  The Scr iptures warn against
them. One such revelat ion occurred in  the Middle East  in  r968,
when a v i rg in f igure appeared as by a v is ion in  a church and
promised the enemies of  Israel  success in  eradicat ing her .

There at  Bethel ,  God spoke toJacob:  "1 am the Lord,  the God
of  Abraham your father  and the God of  Isaac;  the land on which
you l ie  I  wi l l  g ive to you and to your  descendants;  and your  de-
scendants shal l  be l ike the dust  of  the ear th,  and you shal l  spread
abroad to the east  and to the nor th and to the south;  and by you
and your  descendants shal l  a l l  the fami l ies of  the ear th b less them-
selves.  Behold,  I  am wi th you and wi l l  keep you wherever  you go,
and wi l l  br ing you back to th is  land;  for  I  wi l l  not  leave you unt i l
I  have done that  of  which I  have spoken to you.  "  Genesis z8:  r  q-r  5.

Bethel  was the beginning ofJacob's personal  knowledge of  God.
No longer was i t  by fami ly  t radi t ion and teaching a lone that  he
knew of  God.  Now he knew God for  h imsel f .  Later ,  a t  Penie l ,Jacob
was to exper ience a greater  and more thoroughly t ransforming
revelat ion of  God that  would a l ter  h is  character  permanent ly  and
cause h is  name to be changed,  f rom Jacob (which means a sup-
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planter)  to  Israel  (which means pr ince wi th God).
This God Who revealed Himsel f  to  Jacob at  Bethel  is  the God

Who Is .  He ident i f ied Himsel f  to  Jacob as the God of  Abraham,
because that  is  exact ly  Who He Is .  This  was not  because Abraham
had been a re l ig ious genius or  a master fu l  theologian,  but  because
God had del iberate ly  revealed Himsel f  to  Abraham, had made
certa in promises to h im,  and because Abraham had bel ieved God
and obeved Him. The Cod of  Abraham is  the God Who makes
promises and keeps them.

This God of  the Hebrews is  the only t rue God.  He is  a l iv ing
being,  supreme above a l l  o thers in  the universe,  creator  of  a l l  that
is ,  the author  of  l i fe .  A l l  o thers who are worshiped by men as gods
are e i ther  creatures of  imaginat ion or  ev i l  sp i r i ts  seeking to usurp
God's p lace among mankind.

"No man has seen God at  any t ime,"  the Apost leJohn wr i tes in
I J o h n  4 : r z .

The Scr iptures speak of  God:
-as  " t he  i nv i s i b l e  God"  i n  Co loss ians  t : r 5 .
-as " the k ing of  ages,  immorta l ,  inv is ib le,  the only God" in

I  T i m o t h y  r : r 7 .
-as "h im who is  inv is ib le"  in  Hebrews r r : .27.
This passage in Hebrews says that ,  "By fa i th  Moses lef t  Egypt ,

not  being af ra id of  the anger of  the k ing [Pharaoh] ; for  he endured
as seeing him who is inuisible. "

God is  " the b lessed and only Sovereign,  the King of  k ings and
Lord of f ords, who alone has immortality and du'ells in unapproacha-
ble light, whom no mon has ever se(n 0r can see, " Paul wrote in
I  T imo thy  6 : r5 ,  r 6 .

Psalm r04 says that  God covers Himsel f  "wi th l ight  as wi th a
garment . "

The Scr iptures admonish men,  "Let  us of fer  to  God acceptable
worship, rvith reverence and awe, for out God is a consuming fre."
Heb rews  l 2 :2g .

"God is  l ight  and in h im there is  no darkness at  a l l , "  the Bib le
says in  IJohn r :5b.  I t  says a lso that  "The fear  of  the Lord is  the
beg inn ing  o f  w i sdom. "  P rove rbs  g : ro .

The Personal God

The God revealed by the Bib le is  a personal  God,  Who reveals
Himsel f  to  ind iv idual  men.  He deals d i rect ly  and personal ly  wi th
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men. The prophet  Hanani to ld Asa k ing ofJudah,  "The eyes of  the
Lord run to and f ro throughout  the whole ear th,  to  show himsel f
s t rong in the behal f  o f  them whose heart  is  per fect  toward h im."
I I  Chronic les r6:9.

Adam, when he had s inned,  t r ied to h ide f rom God in Eden,  but
God found h im there.  Men,  in  thei r  s in,  seek to h ide themselves
moral ly  f rom God.  Some say that  there is  no God,  and that  g ives
them a temporary and delus ive re l ie f  f rom concern over  the
consequences of  thei r  s ins.  Others te l l  themselves that  God is  very
remote and unconcerned wi th man;  that  God set  the universe in
mot ion and then went  of f  to  some dis tant  eyr ie in  the heavens to
at tend to mat ters far  more important  than the af fa i rs  of  men.
Some say that  "God is  dead."  Scholars especia l ly  are prone to
regard i t  as vani ty  that  God would take any par t icu lar  not ice of
men.  Their  supposi t ion is  that  the God of  the cosmos could not
be a Cod interested in  f ine deta i ls .  A l l  o f  these are ways of  declar-
ing that  man is  f ree to s in and go h is  own way because God is  b l ind
to s in or  so wi thdrawn f rom humani ty  as to be indi f ferent  to
i nd i v i dua l  ac t s .

The Bib le g ives the f la t test  possib le contradic t ion to th is .  I t
s tates that  "even the hai rs  of  your  head are a l l  numbered."  (Luke
rz:7. )  The God who knows the number of  the hai rs  of  your  head
knows the number of  the s ins of  your  hear t .

And the God who knows the number of  your  hai rs  a lso knows
the number of  the stars.  "He te l ls  the number of  the stars;  he cal ls
them a l l  by  t he i r  names . "  (Psa lm  r47 :4 . )  O r ,  as  I sa iah  pu ts  i t ,  i n
majest ic  poetry:  "To whom wi l l  you l iken me,  or  shal l  I  be equal?
says the Holy One.  L i f t  up your  eyes on h igh and see:  Who created
these? He br ings out  thei r  host  by number;  he cal ls  them al l  by
name.

"Why  do  you  say ,  OJacob ,  and  speak ,  O  I s rae l , 'My  way  i s  h id
f rom the Lord,  and my r ight  is  d isregarded by my God'?"  Isa iah

4o:25-27.
Man has devised te lescopes to probe outward f rom the ear th

into the creat ion,  and wi th them and by radio search he has d iscov-
ered some corners of  the universe.  Only la te ly  has man begun to
know something of  the vastness of  the creat ion.  In  1955,  a photo-
graphic at las of  the universe in  zoo sky maps was publ ished at  the
Palomar Observatory.  I t  was repor ted then that  "Far  beyond in
outer  space there are galax ies s imi lar  to  the Mi lky Way.  Some-
t imes these galax ies group into c lusters.  Whereas only a scant
three dozen such c lusters were known before the sky survey,  now
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more than a thousand have been found"-r ,ooo c lusters of  galax-

i es .
Congregated in one such system, cal led the Coma Cluster ,  are

about  r  l ,ooo galax ies.
I f  the Mi lky Wuy *" . .  observed f rom an immense d is tance away,

i t  would be ieen as a crowd of  b i l l ions of  suns (some est imate as

many as zoo b i l l ion) ,  arranged in a f la t  sp i ra l  s t ructure.  I ts  densi ty

*ouid be so great  as to suggest ,  to  the untutored eye,  that  they are
jammed together ,  wi th very l i t t le  sp.ace between them. But  we

inow how pl r fect ly  the solar  system is  arranged around our  sun

as just  a t iny wheel  wi th in th is  massive swarm of  suns.

6ur  solar 'system is  a beaut i fu l ly  ordered mote in  a s ingle galaxy
-havi r ig  something less than the prominence of  the dot  over  one

i  in  an u iabr idged d ic t ionary.  (Actual ly ,  some scratch-pad f igures

show, the solar lystem is  as prominent  in  the Mi lky Wa'y a.s one.  dot

over  one i  would be on a shel f  o f  2,85o unabr idged d ic t ionar ies. )
There are t imes when the galax ies "col l ide."  One galaxy meets

another  head-on and thel '  pass through each other  and come out

on the other  s ide,  wi th no star  having brushed another .
"The galax ies wi th in reach of  te lescopes l ike that  on.  Mount

Palomar probablv number in  the b i l l ions,"  i t  was repor ted in  r  963.
The at las of  the universe mapped the sky out  to  a depth in  space
of  6oo mi l l ion l ight-years.  (A l ight-y 'ear  is  about  s ix  t r i l l ion mi les. )
Isaac Asimov wrote in  r96o that  " the zoo- inch te lescope can make
out  objects up to an est imated two b i l l ion l ight-years awav,  and
there is  no s ign of  an end of  the Universe-yet . "

The galaxies within reach appear to number in the bil l ions. If
each galaxy is  a fami ly  of  b i l l ions of  s tars,  we begin to get  a not ion
of  the extent  of  i t -b i l l ions of  b i l l ions-yet  God knows the number
of  the stars and He "cal ls  them al l  bv thei r  names."

The God of  creat ion is  the God of  the cosmos to be sure.  He
is a lso the God of  the most  minute deta i ls .

Man has devised microscopes and par t ic le  accelerators that  en-
able h im to look inward upon the creat ion,  and b l '  them he has
sl iced mat ter  down to f ract ions so f ine as to make a 'b i l l ionth of  an
inch sound l ike an exceedingly crude measurement ,  but  he has not
yet  manased to p ierce to that  which is  so f ine rhat  i t  does not  have
clear  s t ructure and inte l l igent  design.

An uncle,  Dr .  Robert  H.  Phi l l ips,  is  a nuclear  physic is t  who
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worked for  a dozen years at  the Brookhaven Nat ional  Laboratory
on Long Is land.  He has occasional ly  g iven me an evening- long ta lk
on the subatomic wor ld ( remember when we used to th ink of  an
atom as something terr ib ly  smal l?)  and has to ld me of  the preci -
s ion of  nuclear  measurement .

Nuclear  measurements carr ied out  wi th a par t ic le  accelerator
deal  in  "such s izes as lo  to the minus z5th square cent imeters,"
he to ld me.  "That  means that  i f  vou Dut  one over  one and add
twenty-fir,e zeroes-

l
I  O,OOO,OOO,OOO,OOO,OOO,OOO,OOO,OOO

-then you ha.ve written in ordinary decimal s.ystem the fraction of
a square cent imeter  that  a nucleon occupies in  space."  That is  one
ten-scplillionth of a square cmtimtler.

"That  isn ' t  the very smal lest  th ing that  we look in  on by any
rneans,"  he said.  "The subdiv is ion of  mat ter  cer ta in ly  reaches to
smal ler  objects than that . "

Nucleons are protons or  neutrons.  "Nobody real ly  bel ieves that
a nucleon is  the last  subdiv is ion of  marrer , "  Dr .  Phi l l ips said.  Some
physic is ts  hypothesize quarks as st i l l  more e lementary par t ic les.

I f  man looks outward he sees the creat ive hand of  God and he
cannol  search to the end of  i t ,  and i f  man looks inward he sees the
creat ive hand of  God and he has not  yet  come to the end of
i r .

Stt rdv everyth ing between quarks and quasars and you f ind
structure,  mot ion,  order ,  a lawful  s tabi l i ty ,  arrangement,  and de-
s ign .

Whenever man seems to be near the inner  or  outer  l imi ts  of  the
creat ion another  layer  unfo lds to h is  astonished gaze.  The God
Who made the p lanets a lso designed the molecule.  He Who
formed man also formed the l iv ing cel ls .  The God of  the whole is
a lso the God of  the par ts .  And He cares par t icu lar ly  for  man.

Hear David:  "When I  consider  thy heavens,  the work of  thy
f insers,  the moon and the stars which you have ordained;  What  is
man.  that  thou ar t  mindfu l  of  h im? and the son of  man,  that  thou
v i s i t es t  h im?

"For you have made h im a l i t t le  lower than the angels,  and have
crorvned h im wi th g lory and honor.  You made h im to have domin-
ion over  the works of  th l ,hands;  you have put  a l l  th ings under h is
feet  .  .  .  .  O Lord our  Lord.  how excel lent  is  thv name in a l l  the
ea r th . "  Psa lm  B .

I

l

I
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There is nothing hidden from God. There is no refuge a man
can find in which he can hide from the searching eyes of God.
"Before him no creature is hidden, but all things are naked and
laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do." Hebrews
4 ' . r 3 .

"Noth ing is  h id that  shal l  not  be made mani fesr ,  nor  anyrh ing
secret that shall not be known and come to l ight. . . . Whatever you
have spoken in the dark shal l  be heard in  the l ight ,  and what  you
have whispered in secret  shal l  be shouted f rom the housetops."
L u k e  8 : r 7  a n d  r z : 3 .

"His eyes are upon the ways of  man,  and he sees a l l  h is  goings.
There is  no darkness,  nor  shadow ofdeath,  where the workers of
in iqui ty  may h ide themselves."  (Job 34:zr ,zz. )  Death wi l l  not
remove sinners from the face of God; it wil l bring them to the
judgment .

At  a t ime of  great  decl ine of  fa i th ,  even the e lders of  Israel  sa id,
"The Lord sees us not; the Lord has forsaken the earth." Ezekiel
8 : r z .

Such things as that are said today by seminary professors train-
ing young men to be min is ters.  These statements were contrary
to the fact then, and were evidence of the elders' wickedness and
bl indness,  and they are just  as fa lse today.

The Bib le declares,  "Thou God seest  me."  Genesis r6: r3.
"Woe to those who seek deep to h ide thei r  counsel  f rom the

Lord,  and thei r  works in  the dark,  and they say,  'Who sees us?'  and'Who knows us?'  Surely  your  turn ing of  th ings upside down shal l
be esteemed as the potter's clay: For shall the work say of him who
made i t ,  He made me not? Or shal l  the th ing f ramed say of  h im
who f ramed i t ,  He has no understanding?" Isa iah zg:r5, r6.

"O Lord,  thou hast  searched me and known me!"  David says in
Psalm l39."Thou knowest  when I  s i t  down and when I  r ise up.
Thou di-scernest my thoughts from afar. Thou searchest out my
path and my ly ing down,  and ar t  acquainted wi th a l l  my ways.  Even
before a word is on my tongue, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it al-
together .  Thou dost  beset  me behind and before,  and layest  thy
hand upon me. .  .  .  Whi ther  shal l  I  go f rom thy Spir i t?  Or whi ther
shall I f lee from thy presence?

"I f  I  ascend to heaven,  thou ar t  there!  I f  I  make my bed in Sheol ,
thou ar t  there!  I f  I  take the wings of  the morning,  and dwel l  in  the
ut termost  par ts  of  the sea,  even there thy hand shal l  lead me,  and
thy r ight  hand shal l  hold me.  I f  I  say, 'Let  only  darkness cover  me,
and the l ight  about  me be n ight , '  even the darkness is  not  dark to
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thee,  the n ight  is  br ight  as the day;  for  darkness is  as l ight  wi th
thee.

"For  thou d idst  form my inward par ts ,  rhou d idst  kn i t  me ro-
gether  in  my mother 's  womb .  .  .  .  Thou knowest  me r ight  wel l ;  my
frame was not  h idden f rom thee,  when I  was being made in secrer ,
in t r icate l l ,wrought  in  the depths of  the ear th.  Th,v eves beheld my
unformed substance.  In  thy book were wr i t ten,  every one of  them,
the days that  were formed for  me,  when as yet  there was none of
them .  .  .  .  lVhen I  awake I  am st i l l  wi t t r  thee .  .  .  .  Search me.  O
God ,  and  knon 'm1 'hea r t !  T ry  me  and  know my  though ts !  And  see
i f ' there be anv wicked way in me,  and lead me in the wav ever last -
l n g l

The Invisible God Made Visible

There is  no more awesome and wonderfu l  fact  than that  God,
the Creator ,  in  making Himsel f  known to man,  has come to man
as man.  Of  the several  means of  revelat ion God uses to make
known the t ruth about  Himsel f ,  the one that  is  ch ief  above a l l  is
t he  i nca rna t i on :  God  coming  i n to  human  soc ie t l ' as  man .

We are l iv ing on a v is i ted p lanet .  That  is  far  more than a New
Testament  idea.  That  God Himsel f - - the Creator-n 'ould come to
Israel  as a man is  prophesied in  the most  expl ic i t  terms in the Old
Testament .  Isa iah g:6 says,  "For  unto us a chi ld  is  born,  unto u.s
a  son  i s  g i ven ;  and  the  gove rnmen t  sha l l  be  upon  h i s  shou lde r :  and
his name shal l  be cal led Wonderfu l ,  Counsel lor ,  

- fhe 
might l 'God,

The ever last ing Father ,  The Pr ince of  Peace."
Think of  that :  A man born aJew-noth ing less than Emanucl-

Cod u ' i th  us.
God made His most  complete revelat ion of  Himsel f  to  man in

aJew namedJesus.Jesus per lect ly  showed for th the character  o[
God  i n  H i s  pe rson .  He ,  a lone  among  a l l  men ,  had  no  pa r t  i n  s i r t
f rom bi r th to death.  The Bib le savs of . ]esus:  "He is  t l te  inoge of  lhe
inuisiblc God, the first-born of all creation; for in him all thinss h'cre
c rea ted ,  i n  heaven  and  on  ea r th ,  v i s i b l e  and  i nv i s i b l c ,  whe thc r
th rones  o r  domin ions  o r  p r i nc ipa l i t i es  o r  au tho r i t i es -a l l  t h i ngs
rvere creatcd throueh h im and for  h im .  .  For  in  h im al l  thc
fu lness  o f  God  uas  p leased  to  dwe l l ,  and  th roush  h im  to  reconc i l e
to h imsel f  a l l  th ings,  whether  on ear th or  in  heaven,  making peace
bv  the  b lood  o f  h i s  c ross . "  Co loss ians  l : 15 - rg .
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Jesus made the inv is ib le God v is ib le to man in His own person.
He c la imed,  in  absolute harmony wi th the Old Testament  prophe-
c ies of  the Messiah,  to  have l ived before His b i r th  at  Beth lehem.

Jesus said,  " I  came f rom the Father  and have come into the wor ld.
Again,  I  am leaving the wor ld and going to the Father . "  $ohn
r6:28.)  "Before Abraham was,  I  am,"Jesus said.  (John 8:58.)  In
that ,  He declared Himsel f  to  be God.

He knew th is  to be t rue of  Himsel f  and procla imed i t  openly,  a
fact  that  renders the opin ion thatJesus was merely  "a good man"
untenable.  I f  the th ings He said were not  t rue,Jesus was no "good
man . "

Jesus said,  " t ru ly ,  t ru ly  I  say to you,  the hour is  coming,  and now
is,  when the dead wi l l  hear  the voice of  the Son of  God,  and those
who hear wi l l  l ive."

And,  " I  seek not  my own wi l l  but  the wi l l  o f  h im who sent  me
.  .  .  the works which the Father  has granted me to accompl ish,
these very works which I  am doing,  bear  me wi tness that  the Father
has sent  me.  And the Father  who sent  me has h imsel f  borne wi t -
ness to me. His uoice yu haae neaer heard, hisform you haue neaer se(n;
and you do not  have h is  word abid ing in  you,  for  you do not
bel ieve h im whom he has sent . "  John 5:25,  3ob;  36-38.

He said to the d isc ip les:  "  ' l f  you had known me, you would have
known my Father  a lso .  .  .  . '  Phi l ip  sa id to h im,  'Lord show us the
Fa the r ,  and  we  sha l l  be  sa t i s f i ed . ' Jesus  sa id  t o  h im , 'Have  I  been
wi th you so long,  and yet  you do not  know me, Phi l ip? He who has
seen me has seen the Fatfur. ' "John 14:8,9.

" I  wi l l  not  leave you desolate;  I  wi l l  come to you,"Jesus to ld His
disc ip les shor t ly  before His death.  "Yet  a l i t t le  whi le ,  and the wor ld
wi l l  see me no more,  but  you wi l l  see me;  because I  l ive,  you wi l l
l ive a lso.  In  that  day you wi l l  know that  I  am in my Father ,  and you
in me,  and I  in  you.  He who has my commandments and keeps
them, he i t  is  who loves me;  and he who loves me wi l l  be loved by
my Father ,  and I  wi l l  love h im and mani fest  mysel f  to  h im .  .  .  .  I f
a  man loves me,  he wi l l  keep my word,  and my Father  wi l l  love h im,
and we wi l l  come to h im and make our  home wi th h im."  John
r 4 :  r 8 - 2 3 .

The Book of  Hebrews begins wi th these words:  "God,  who at
sundry t imes and in d iverse manners spoke in former t imes to the
fathers by the prophets,  has in  these days spoken to us by h is  Son,
whom he has appointed hei r  of  a l l  th ings,  by whom also he made
the worlds; who being the brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and, upholding all things by the word of his
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power,  when he had by h imsel f  purged our  s ins,  sat  down on the
r i gh t  hand  o f  t he  Ma jes t y  on  h igh . "  Heb rews  r : r - 3 .

The Old Testament  is  expl ic i t  on the humani ty  and the d iv in i ty
of  the Messiah.  The New Testament ,  in  the declarat ions ofJesus
as wel l  as those of  the apost les and wr i ters,  is  unequivocal  on the
d i v i n i t v  o f Jesus .

You can learn about  God by reading the Bib le,  but  God wants
more than that  for  you.  He wants you to know Him personal ly .
God specifically offers [o come into your l i fe in so definite a way
that  you wi l l  know He has come in;  you wi l l  know He is  there,  wi th
you and in you.  He wants to walk wi th you every step of  the way
through your  I i fe .  That  is  your  h ighest  pr iv i lege as a human being.
I t  doesn' t  make any d i f ference who you are.  "God is  no respecter
of  persons."  (Acts ro:34.)  The socia l  and c lass d is t inct ions of  the
wor ld count  noth ing wi th God.  I f  you s i t  on the lowest  rung of
publ ic  respect  and d igni ty ,  ignored by near lv  everybody,  God wi l l
come into your  l i fe .  I f  you occupy the h ighest  s tat ion,  God wi l l
come into your  l i fe .  As much is  t rue i f  you are an ord inary person.
Af ter  FIe had r isen f rom the grave,Jesus said,  "Behold,  I  s tand at
the door and knock;  i f  any man hears my voice and opens the door,
I uti l l  come in to him and sup with him and he with me." Revelation

3 :20 .
I  remember the morning twenty years ago when I  asked Him to

come into my l i fe  on the basis  of  His promise.  He came in that  day,
and mv life was immediately and wonderfully changed-far
beyond my own capaci ty  to a l ter  i t -and that  change has never  lost
i ts  l reshness or  i ts  power.  God began the change that  day,  and He
remains i ts  cont inual  source and supply.  Al l  th ings are made new.

God's Love and His Fury

Most  men have heard that  "God is  love."  The passage that
declares th is  says:  " .  .  .  he who loves is  born of  God and knows
God.  He who does not  love does not  know God,  for  God is  love.
In th is  the love of  God was made mani fest  among us,  that  God sent
h is  only  Son into the wor ld,  so that  we might  l ive through h im. In
th is  is  love-not  that  we loved God but  that  he loved us and sent
h is  Son to be the expiat ion for  our  s ins.  Beloved,  i f  God so loved
us,  we a lso ought  to love one another .  No man has ever  seen God;
i f  we love one another ,  God abides in  us and h is  love is  per fected
i n  u s . "  I  J o h n  4 : 7 - r z .
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God created the world and man, and everything else that He
created,  as the expression of  His generosi ty  and love.  "God saw
that  everyth ing he had made.  .  .  was very good."  God intends that
His creat ion be joyously per fect .  He intends order ,  harmony,
peace,  worship,  love,  and great  joy to prevai l  unchal lenged among
inte l l igent  beings.  There is  a g l impse of  th is  pr imeval  s tate of
th ings in  the Bib le.  God spoke these words to Job:

"Where were you when I  la id the foundat ion of  the ear th? Tel l
me,  i f  you have understanding.  Who determined i ts  measure-
ments-sure ly  you know! Or who st retched the l ine upon i t?  On
what  are i ts  foundat ions fastened,  or  who la id i ts  cornerstone,

"when the morning stars sang together
and a l l  the sons of  God shouted for  joy?"

Job 38:4-7
That  is  the way i t  was,  and that  is  the way i t  ceased to be when

Satan brought  s in and hatred in to God's creat ion,  and persuaded
man to turn h is  back on God.-fhe 

beauty, the symmetry, the order and perfection, the sheer
lovel iness of  what  God made was a l l  designed to serve the best
in terests of  man and to af ford h im scope for  achievement  and
discovery,  endless provis ions,  p leasure andjoy.  I t  has been terr i -
b ly  impaired by the in t roduct ion in to i ts  af fa i rs  of  the act ive pr inc i -
p les of  s in and sel f -wi l l ,  whose ef fect  is  to  spread b l ight  and ru in
in many d i f ferent  forms over  the landscape of  God's creat ion.  One
such b l ight  is  rac ia l  hatred,  which has caused so much anguish and
bloodshed among mankind.

Contrary to a very common not ion of  i t ,  the qual i ty  of  God's love
is  not  b land.  

' fhe 
love of  God is  s t rong.  The love of  God is  d is-

cr iminate,  and i t  is  purposefu l .  The per fect  complement  to the
love of  Cod-that  which throws i t  in to s t rong re l ie f  and shows i ts
pur i tv- is  the hatred that  God expresses toward that  which is  ev i l .
God hates s in.  He hates ev i l .

The greater  an indiv idual 's  sensi t iv i ty  to  that  which v io lates what
he t ru ly  pr izes,  the less pat ience he has wi th i t .  A love of 'pur i ty
requi res by i ts  nature a coequal  abhorrence of  f i l th .  A symphony
orchestra conductor  wi l l  not  rest  unt i l  he dr ives everyth ing that
mars the symmetry,  beauty,  and per fect ion of  the music out  of  the
performance.  He is  in to lerant  of  that  which d is f igures i t  musical ly ,
and the greater  h is  love of  the score the more absolute h is  in to ler-
ance becomes.
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Because He is  love,  God is  consistent ly  in to lerant  of  everyth ing
that  v io lates His own intent ion in  creat ion.  God hates ev i l  wi th a
pure and fur ious hatred because He sees that  i t  is  constant ly  at
work to destroy what  He has made-at  work to destroy man,  to
destroy society,  to  destroy nature,  to  destroy c iv i l izat ion,  to  de-
st roy harmony,  to destroy joy.  He does not  look upon i t  as man
does,  that  is ,  re lat ive ly ,  because He sees i t  not  l imi tedly  but  in  the
whole path of  i ts  ef fect ive ru inat ion.

The intent ion of  Satan is  to  make moral ,  sp i r i tua l ,  and physical
chaos and wreckage out .  o f  as much of  God's creat ion as he possi -
b ly  can.  Satan enl is ts  man in that  at tempt,  by appeal ing to h is
lawless lusts and passions.  We can see the i f fecrs oFihat  a l faround
us,  in  the nat ion,  in  the wor ld.

Man is  in fected wi th the moral  d isease that  God cal ls  s in.  God
is not  to lerant  of  human s in because He knows that  i f  i t  were
al lowed to go unarrested i t  would u l t imate ly  destroy evervth ing in
i ts  reach.

God loves the man but  He hates the s in.  I t  is  God's wi l l  to
separate the man f rom the s in,  but  i f  a  man refuses to be separated
from his  s in,  i f  he exhib i ts  a resolute preference for  i t ,  then he
must  bear  the fu l l  penal ty  for  i t ,  death.  Cod wi l l  put  such a man
in quarant ine forever  in  a f i re  prepared for  the devi l .  The Bib le
declares that  s in must  be arrested and judged.

God seeks to separate the s inner  f rom the s in,  so that  He may
express His pure love to the s inner  and His pure wrath against  the
sin.  That  is  what  He d id in  sendingJesus [o d ie on the cross for
s in.  God p laced man's s in upon Jesus at  Calvary and judged i t
there wi th the penal ty  of  death.  "He bore our  s ins in  h is  own body
on the t ree."  ( I  Peter  z :24a.)  The love of  God is  s t rong.  Strong
enough to send His Son to d ie for  s in.

God has spoken and demonstrated His love of  man and His
abhorrence of  s in and in th is  one act- the voluntary death of  the
C T O S S .

"Surely  he has borne our  gr ie fs ,  and carr ied our  sorrows
Yet  we esteemed him st r icken,  smi t ten by God and af f i ic ted
But he was utoundzdfor our transgressioru, he was bruised

for  our  in iqui t ies;
Upon h im was the chast isement  that  made us whole
And wi th h is  s t r ipes we are healed .  .  .
The Lord has la id on h im the in iqui ty  of  us a l l . "

Isaiah bZ:4-6
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' l 'hat  
is  rvhvJesus could crv,  " l t  is  f in ished!"  f lohn rg:3o.)  1 'he

penal t l '  o [  s in was fu l lv  paid.
God's love is  expressed in the creat ion,  but  i t  is  supremel l '

exp lessed  i n  t he  redempt ion .
God cannot  go far ther  in  lov ing man and in deal ing n i th  s in than

to d ie for  s in.  
- l -o  

go another  s tep would be to to lerate s in.  God
rv i l l  never  do that .  Everv man who accepts the b lood atonement  is
c leansed of  s in and escapes the wrath t l ia t  God must ,  bv the deep-
est  necessi tv  of  His holy  nature,  express against  s in.  

- l 'he 
man who

rejects the fu l t  a tonement  God has provid"ed for  s in,  bv the b lood
of  Jcsus Chr is t ,  leaves God wi th no opt ion but  to  bar  h im f rom
His presence and to conf ine h im forever  to what  the Bib lc  cal ls
" the lake of  f i re . "

Thc love of  God,  as wel l  as the wrath of  God,  is  shown throush-
ou t  t he  pages  o f  t he  B ib le .  I t  i s  shee r  i gno rance  ro  s ta re ,  as  some
do,  that  the God of  the Old Testament  is  a God o[wrath,  u 'h i le  the
God o[  the New Testame nt  is  a God of  love.  The God of  the Old' l 'estament  

and the God of  the New Testament  are one.  There is
no d is t inct ion betu 'een them.

The  ange r  o f  God  aga ins t  ev i l  i s  shown  no t  l ess  i n  t he  New
Testament  than in thc Old.  The New Testament  is  fu l l  o [  the
expressed fury '  o f  God at  ev i l .

The  scope  o f  t he  ou tpou r i ng  o f  God ' s  w ra th  aga ins t  s i n  i s  shou 'n
in several  chapters of  the Book of  Revelat ion,  and i ts  magni tude
is greater  than an,v judgment  of  God recorded in the Old Tcsta-
men t ,  i nc lud ing  the  des t ruc t i on  o f  Sodom and  Gomor rah .

"For  thc rvrath of  God is  revealed f rom heavcn aqainst  a l l  un-
godl iness and wickedness of  men,"  the New Testament  declares
i n  R o m a n s  r : r 8 .

I n  t hc  O ld - l - es tamen t  Moses  dec la rcd :  "The  l , o rd  t hv  God  i s  a
consuming f i  re . "  Deuteronom\ '  : l :  2 .1.' fhc 

New 
- I -estament  

declares,  "Our God is  a consuming f i re . "
Heb rc rvs  l  2 :29 .

"Hate thc cv i l ,  and love the good,"  thc Old 
' l 'estament  

enjo ins
in  Amos  5 :15a .  I t  i s  no t  poss ib le  t o  l ove  the  eood  l v i t hou t  ha t i ng
thc  ev i l ,  because  thc  ev i l  ac t i ve l l , an tagon i zes  and  runs  asa ins t  t he
good.

Jesus  pe r fec t l v  m i r ro red  H is  Fa the r  i n  t h i s  respec t ,  t oo .  I n  He -
breus thc Father savs <-rf the Son: "You have loued righteousnrss and
haled in iqui t t  thcrc[ore God,  thy God,  has anointed vou rv i th  the
oi l  o f  g ladncss above thv fe l lows."  Hebrews r :8,q.

Je  sus '  l ove  i s  seen  i n  t he  Gospe l s ,  and  so  i s  H i s  f u r v  a t  s i n  and
d i ss imu la t i on .  Ma t thew,  chap te r  zq ,  r eco rds . f  esus '  add ress  t<>  thc
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rel ig ious leaders:  "Woe to you,  hypocr i tes "Woe to you,
b l i n d  g u i d e s  . "  " Y o u  b l i n d  f o o l s . . . h y p o c r i t e s ! "  " \ ' o u  s e r -
pe nts,  1 'ou brood of  v ipers,  how are you to escape being sentcnced
to  he l l ? "

In the Old TestamentJeremiah prophesied,  "  'Woe to the shep-
he rds  who  des t roy  and  sca t te r  t he  sheep  o f  m ,v  pas tu re ! ' s i r vs  t he
Lord.  Theref lore thus says the Lord,  the God of  [srael ,  concerning
the shepherds who care for  my people,  'You have scat tered my
f lock,  and have dr iven them away,  and you have not  at tended to
them. Behold,  I  wi l l  a t tend to vou for  vour  ev i l  do ings,  savs the
[ . o r d . . . . ' B e h o l d ,  t h e  s t o r m  o f  t h e  L o r d !  W r a t h  h a s  g < - r n c  f o r t h ,
a whir l ing tempest ;  i t  wi l l  burst  upon the head o[  the wicked.  

- I -he

anger of  the Lord rv i l l  not  turn back unt i l  he has executed and
accompl ished the in tents of  h is  mind.  In  the la t ter  dal 's  vou rv i l l
unde rs tand  i t  c l ea r l y . "  Je rem iah  24 .

Jesus repeatedly warned men that  i f  the1,  cont inued in s in thev
w iu ld  a t  l as t  "be  i h ro *n  i n to  he l l ,  whe re  rhe i r  r . r ' o rm  does  no t  d i c ,
and  the  f i r e  i s  no t  q r , renched . "  He  counse led ,  " l f  vou r  hand  causes
vou to s in,  cut  i t  o f f ;  i t  is  bet ter  f lor  you to enter  l i fe  maimcd than
rv i th two hands to go to hel l ,  to  the unquenchable f i re . "  (Mark
ro: ,13,  48.)  He said,  "The Son of  man"-speaking of  Himsel f -
" r v i l l  send  h i s  ange l s ,  and  thev  w i l l  ga the r  ou t  o f  h i s  k i ngdom a l l
causes o[s in and a l l  ev i ldoers,  and thron them into the furnace of
f i re .  There men wi l l  weep and gnash thei r  teeth.  fhen the r ight-
eous wi l l  sh ine l ike the sun in the k ingdom of  thc i r  Fathcr .  He rvho
has  ca rs ,  l e t  h im  hea r . "  Ma t the rv  l q :4  l - 4q .

When there is  a f i re ,  t rue love warns of  the f i re ;  love n ' i l l  not  sat '
thcrc is  no f i re .  God's love seeks to keep men f rom a dest in l '  o f
fire.

The Nerr .Testament  speaks of  a dav " rvhen the Lord. f  esus is  t<r
be revealed f rom heaven wi th h is  might ,v  angels in  f laming f i re ,
in f l ic t ing vengeance upon those who do not  know God .  .  .  .  Thcl '
shal l  suf fer  the punishment  of  eternal  destruct ion and cxc lus ion
fr -orn the presence of  the Lor-d and f ronr  the g lorv of  h i -s  rn isht . "
I I  Thessa lon ians  t : 7 -9 .

Isa iah prophesied that  " i t  shal l  be known that  the hand of  thc
I -o rd  i s  n i t h  h i s  se rvan ts ,  and  h i s  i nd i sna t i on  i s  aga ins t  h i s  cne -
rn ics.  For  behold,  the Lord wi l l  come in f i re ,  and h is  char iots  l ike
the stormwind,  to  render h is  anger in  fury,  and h is  rebukc wi th
f lames of  f i re .  For  by f i re  wi l l  the Lord execute judgment ,  and b,v
h i s  sword  upon  a l l  f l esh . "  I sa iah  66 : r4a , r5 , r6 .

When i t  fa l ls  upon men,  the judgment  o[God is  a l rva l 's  the last
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resor t  of 'His  fa i th fu l  deal ing wi th them. He cal ls  to  them f i rs t  in
love.  He inv i tes thern tc l  come to Himsel f  to  receive the restorat ion
guaranteed by the sacr i f ic ia l  b iood.  He r . r 'arns them o[  s in and o[
thejudgment  Hc n ' rust  send upon them for  i t .  He has made every
provis ion for  thc i r  fu l l  l iberat ion f rom s in.

( lod wi l l  r . rot  depart  by so nruch as a shade f r -om His or ie inal  p lan
for  a per fect  and joyous creat ion.  The judgment  is  a necessary
stase in the fu l f i l lment  of  His sreat  purpose,  but  the purpose oI
H i s  l ove  does  no t  end  the re .  A t  j udgmen t  t he re  w i l l  be  a  comp le  t e
separat ion of  the . just  f rom the unjust  and a complete,  eternal
exclus ion of  the unjust  f rom any par t ic ipat ion in  the future.  When
thev are put  away,  God's program wi l l  go on.  He ru i l l  banish t r re
curse l iom His creat ion.  There wi l l  then ensue the rnost  r r  onder lu l
effects.

" l n  t ha t  day  the  dea f  sha l l  hea r
the rvords of  a book

And out  of  thei r  g loom and darkness
the eyes of  the b l ind shal l  see.

" ' l 'he meek shal l  obta in f resh joy in  the l -ord
and the poor amol . lg  men shal l  exul t
i n  t he  Ho l y  One  o f  I s rae l .

For  the ruth less shal l  come to nought
and the scof fer  cease,
and a l l  who watch to do ev i l  shal l  be cut  of f

Isa iah z9:  r  8-zo

" ' l -hc wol f  shal l  dwel l  wi th the lamb, and the leopard shal l  l ie
down wi th the k id,  and the cal f  and the l ion and the fat l ing to-
gether ,  and a l i t t le  ch i ld  shal l  lead them .  .  .  for  the ear th shal l  be
fu l l  o f  the knowledge of  the Lord as the waters cover  the sea."
I sa iah  r  r : 6 ,9 .

Both testaments promise a new heaven and a nel r '  ear th in  which
no s ickness or  sorrow or  ev i l  wi l l  dwel l .

The Old Testament  says:  "For  behold,  I  create nen'  heave ns and
a new ear th,  and the former th inss shal l  not  be remembered or
come into rn ind.  But  be g lad and re jo ice forever  in  that  which I
create;  for  behold,  I  createJerusalem a re jo ic ing,  and her  people
ajoy,  I  wi l l re jo ice inJerusalem and be g lad in  my people;  no more
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shal l  be heard in  i t  the sound of  weeping and the cry of  d is t ress."
I sa iah  65 :  r  7 - r  q .

The New Testament  says:  "Then I  saw a new heaven and a new
earth:  for  the f i rs t  heaven and the f i rs t  ear th had passed awav.  and
the sea \ \ 'as no more.  And I  saw the holy c i ty ,  nel l  Jerusalem,
coming down out  of  heaven as a br ide adorned for  her  husband;
and I  heard a sreat  vo ice f rom the throne saying,  'Behold the
dwe l l i ng  o f  God  i s  w i t h  men .  He  w i l l dwe l lw i t h  t hem and  thev  sha l l
be h is  people,  and God h imsel f  wi l l  be wi th them; and he wi l l  wipe
away ever) '  tear  f rom thei r  eyes,  and death shal l  be no more,
ne i t hc r  sha l l  t hc re  be  mourn ing  no r  c r y i ng  no r  pa in  anv  more ,  f o r
the f<rrmer th ings have passed away." '  Revelat ion 2r : r -1.

God's love and His fury at  s in wi l l  not  rest  at  anyth ing shor t  of
seeing men per fect  and at  one wi th thei r  Creator .

N{uch more could be said about  the nature and character  and
purpose s of 'God as shown in the Bib le.  In  summarv,  these pr imary
t ru ths  a re  no ted :

God  i s  a  l i v i ng  be ing ;  a  Pe rson .  God  i s  a  sp i r i t .  He  i s  immor ta l
and inv is ib le.  God is  love.  God hates ev i l .  Noth ing can be h id f iom
h im.

' fhe 
God of  Israel ,  the only t rue God,  is  the Creator . - f  esus Chr is t

is  the express image of  His person,  and He showed us bv His l i fe
and n 'ords and acts exact lv  Who God Is .

The  reve la t i on  o f  t he  i nv i s i b l e  and  l i v i ng  God  i s  con ta ined  i n  t he
Scr iptures of  the Old and New Testaments.  Anv other  so-cal led
reveiat ion of  God is  e i ther  a f ic t ion,  or  a counter fe i t  dcs igned
to rn is lead men about  the nature and character  and purposes of
God .- I 'h is  

exc lus iv i tv  is  not  an exclus iv i tv  of  Hebrew achievement  or '
i ns igh t  o r  scho la rsh ip .  I t  i s  t he  exc lus i v i t y ' o f  Heb re r r , chosenness .
God e lected to convev His t ruth to the wor ld through theJews.  So
i t  is  b l ' the Rib le,  u ' r i t ten b,vJews,  that  an accurate knon' ledge of
that  which l ies bevond the reach of  sc ience or  the eve o[man-the
knowledge of  God and o[  the unseen realm of  the spi r i tua l  and
supernatura l -ma1'  be gained.


