
Part IV

The Challenge

to Self-Possession



Spirit, Soul, Body

The Greeks had one great  mot to for  thei r  in te l lectual
pursui ts :  Know thysel f .  The love of  wisdom-phi losophy-has
been pra ised as the h ighest  form of  human achievement  through
the centur ies.  Yet  nei ther  the Greeks wi th thei r  many phi loso-
phies,  nor  any of  the succeeding nat ions that  engaged in th is
pursui t  o f  wisdom, f rom the Romans to our  own day,  have been
able to f ind th is  understanding of  se l f .  Otherwise there would be
no need for  the constant  r ise of  new phi losophies,  and the d iscard-
ing of  others,  nor  would mode rn man be at  an ever  more apparent
loss in  understanding h imsel f ,  despi te the many modern schools
of  psychology and psychiat ry .

This knowledge of  se l f  e ludes us,  remain ing a lways somewhere
beyond our  grasp.  The at tempts of  man to arr ive at  i t  pure ly  by
reason fa i l ,  as they do,  because there is  more to man than reason
can account  for .

Since the f i rs t  man lost  h is  communion wi th God through s in
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and thereby lost  a t rue understanding of  h imsel f  and h is  reason
for being, and since all attempts by man to reach this understand-
ing (who am I, where did I come from, why am I here, and where
do I  go?)  have so obviously  fa i led,  the quest ion ar ises whether  i t
is at all possible for man to understand himself.

There is  a way.  What  man cannot .  f ind out ,  God has chosen to
reveal to him.

The Bible says, "For what man hnows tlu things of a man, saae thc
spirit of man which is in him?" I Corinthians 2: r r.

In  these words we are g iven the c lear  beginning of  an under-
standing of  man.  In [orm the verse is  a quest ion,  but  actual ly  i t  is
a statement of an essential fact. The verse tells us that what cannot
be imparted to us by our  minds can be g iven to us by another
faculty. A man cannot know the things of a man by the mind, but
he can know by " the spi r i t  o f  man which is  in  h im."

There is no other way to an understanding of man, except
through the spirit. Few people would be able to explain this be-
cause the very term "spi r i t  o f  man" is  not  c lear  at  a l l  to  most  men.
Vague re l ig ious not ions at tached to the term impede,  rather  than
clar i fy ,  our  understanding.  Some men confound spi r i t  and soul
and th ink they are the same.

I t  is  of  great  importance to understand the makeup of  man,  the
structure of  h is  being.

God created man in His own image, therefore man is tripartite
or ,  more accurate ly ,  t r iune:  sp i r i t ,  soul ,  and body.  In  c los ing h is
first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul wrote: " . . . I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless. . . ." I Thessaloni-
ans  5 :23 .

That  is  the sum of  what  man is .  Fai l  to  understand th is  and i t  can
be guaranteed that you wil l fail to understand the nature of man.

You may ask what makes it so vital for a man to have this under-
standing.  There are several  reasons.  Satan is  a lways work ing to
keep man deceived about himself, because by such common
decept ions he is  able to keep mi l l ions of  men in bondage and
under the power of  s in.  Some men are drawn,  in  the vani ty  of  thei r
minds,  to  est imate man above h is  t rue s(at ion,  even to magni fy
man against God. Others are led to take such a diminished view
of man that they refuse to believe that God would take an interest
in such a lowly creature. Either extreme denies man a true under-
standing of  h imsel f .  E i ther  ext reme denies h im an understanding
of  h imsel f  in  re lat ionship to God.

To understand how evi l  sp i r i ts  work to undermine human wel l -
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being, it is necessary to have some grasp of the nature of man: the
nature of man as God intended him to be, and the nature of man
as he is.

I f  you were to get a wrong set of  instruct ions with a mechanism
with which you were unfamiliar, your understanding of it would
not correspond to the actual nature of the thing itself. A wrong
understanding of the nature of man-even when that understand-
ing is satisfyingly complex and apparently profound-can, when
it is applied in an effort to help a man, do him little good, and it
may do him considerable harm.

In this, the good inttntions of the one attempting to help are of
little moment; what really counts is the accaraq of his undzrstanding
as far as it goes.

Shakespeare was moved to write the exclamatory phrase, "What
a piece of work is a man!" Man is,  indeed, an incomparable piece
of work, created in the image of God, and the Bible teaches very
clearly that he is:

These terms are not self-explanatory, except perhaps in the case
of the body, about which most of us have some understanding. To
know these three major const i tuents of every human being by
name, but not to know something about them, how they relate to
each other and how they funct ion, is not enough.

I t  is no accident that Paul mentioned them in the order in which
he did, for that order places them in their  r ight relat ionships to
each other. The progression as he gives it-spirit, soul, body-
proceeds from the innermost to the outermost parts of a man.

For a crude i l lustrat ion of man's structure, we might think of a
peach. The very core of the peach is the nut, which is surrounded
by the pit, which in turn is surrounded by the fruit flesh-corre-
sponding in this order to spir i t ,  soul,  and body.

l'hat gives you some picture of the elements of a man in their
actual arrangement.  The soul is set within the body, and the spir i t
is set within the sou[.

The spirit is the very core of man. It is in the spirit that man has
his God-given capacity to commune with God, Who is Spir i t  and

Spir i t
Soul
Body.
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Who must be worshiped in spir i t  and in rrurh. I r  is the shr ine in
which spir i tual  l i fe is l ived.

The spirit expresses itself through the soul. The soul, in turn,
expresses itself through the physical body.

The body is the outer man, the soul is the inner man, the spirit
is the innermost man. When all three of these are fully alive and
free of s in,  and funct ioning in their  r ight relat ionships to each
other,  you have a human being as God made him to be.

But i t  is not what you f ind. What you f ind is human beings with
al l  k inds of impairments and distort ions and imbalances, and you
find men in whom the wrong part of their being exercises control
over their  whole being.

Fully to understand the rather simple basics that are set forth
above and that immediately follow, it may be necessary for you ro
read these l ines slowly and with del iberaie, thoughtful  conc'entra-
tion; perhaps to read them carefully a second time. For unless
these basics are understood, the appl icat ions that fol low wi l l  not
be understood.

Dr. Andrew Murray, a superlative Bible expositor, wrore that it
is through the spirit that man stands "related to the spiitual world. "

Dr.  Murray also penned these tel l ing l ines:
"The spir i t  is the seat of our God-consciousness; the soul of  our

self-consciousness; the body of our world-consciousness. In the
spir i t ,  God dwel ls;  in the soul,  sel f ;  in rhe body, sense."

Understand these words and you wi l l  be wel l  on your way to an
understanding of the nature of man.

In this the wri ter was speaking of man as he was meant to be,
not as he actual ly is.  Self  dwel ls in the soul and sense in the body
in every case, but God does not dwel l  in the spir i t  of  a man in sin.
The fact is that evi l  spir i ts may dwel l  in the part  of  a man meanr
for the indwel l ing of God.

We tend to think-I know I did for a long time-of rhe soul as
some extremely vague inner pr inciple-a kind of pale ghost that
you can' t  qui te put your f inger on. That renders the expression
"saving the soul" v ir tual ly uninrel l ig ible because we don't  know
what i t  is that is being saved.

The soul is the human being within the body. I t  is the you within
your body. It is the real you. The self.

Your mind, your wi l l ,  your emotions, and the abi l i ty to express
personal i ty are al l  powers of your soul.

The soul includes the mind and the wi l l  of  a man. Put another
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way,  i t  inc ludes a l l  the powers of  in te l lect  and vol i t ion.
A man's personal i ty  and h is  emot ions res ide in  the soul .  I t  can

accurate ly  be said that  a man's personal i ty  is  the expression or f  h is
soul ,  but  a man's personal i ty  is  expressed fu h is  body.

The soul  expresses i tse l f  through the physical  body.  The emo-
t ions are expressed by fac ia l  expressions and physical  gestures,
and the thoughts are expressed in words and act ions.  I f  the emo-
t ions of  a man's soul  are agi tated by anger or  fear ,  h is  face and
body wi l l  re f lect  that ,  or  i f  h is  emot ions are jovfu l ,  h is  countenance
wi l l  re f lect  that .

The human soul  is  the seat  of  the emot ions.  The emot ions are
fe l t  and exper ienced in the soul ,  but  they are expressed,  insofar
as they are outwardly  expressed,  by the body.

So the term "saving the soul"  refers to the saving of  the essen-
t ia l  you-mind,  wi l l ,  personal i ty-as d is t inguished f rom your
physical  body.

Genesis z :7 shows that  man had a bodl ' ,  which God formed out
of  the dust ,  before man had l i fe .  I t  was when God "breathed into
his  nostr i ls  the breath of  l i fe"  that  "man became a l iu ing soul . "

"A l iv ing soul"  is  what  man is  essent ia l ly .  I t  has been helpfu l ly
said that  "man rs a soul ,  and he has abody."

The mouth,  the larynx,  the tongue,  the l ips speak-but  do the
l ips real ly  speak? No.  I t  is  the man ins ide the bodv who is  speakinu,
and h is  soul  is  employing h is  bodi ly  equipment  throueh u 'h ich to
speak.  You can use your  l ips,  by an act  of  wi l l ,  to  form anv rvords
you wish.  When your  l ips speak,  i t  is  not  your  body pr imar i l l '  that
i s  t a l k i ng ;  i t  i s  you ,  t he  rea l  you ,  t he  i nne r  man ,  t he  sou l .

The outward members of  ,vour  body are inst ruments vou use to
carry out  the in tent ions of  your  soul .  I f ,  in  an accident ,  \ 'ou wcre
to lose a forearm you would not  be essent ia l ly  any less r roursel f .
Your soul  would be absolute ly  in tact .  I t  would s imply have fewcr
bodi l ,v  mechanisrns to use,  by which to express i tse l f .

Though man is  t r ipar t i te  in  h is  makeup,  and though each of
these three par ts  is  d is t inct ,  man's t r in i tv  is  fused into a per fect
un lon .

The bra in,  for  example,  is  the seat  of  the mind.  The bra in is  par t
of  the body.  The mind is  a par t  of  the soul .

The mind is  cer ta in ly  greater  than the bra in.  The thoughts that
come to us come to our  minds.  They are received,  s tored,  or
d i spa tched  by  t he  b ra in  as  i ns t ruc t i ons  t o  ou r  members .  The  b ra in
is the command cenler of the mind for the body. The brain relates the
mind to the bodv.
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Evcn a d ic t ionary def in i t ion helps to show th is :
The Random House d ic t ionary def ines the word "mind" as " the

element ,  par t ,  substance,  or  process that  reasons,  th inks,  feels ,
u ' i l l s ,  pe rce i ves ,  j udges ,  e t c . "

O f  t he  wo rd  "b ra in "  i t  says :  " t he  pa r t  o f  t he  cen t ra l  ne rvous
svstem enclosed in the cranium of  man and other  ver tebrates,
consist ing of  a sof t ,  convoluted mass of  gray and whi te mat ter  and
sen' ing to contro l  and coordinate the mental  and phvsical  ac-
t i ons . "

Al ternat ive lv ,  i t  speaks oI  the "bra in as the cenler  of  thought ,
unde rs tand ing ,  e t c ;  m ind ,  i n te l l ec t "  ( i t a l i c s  added ) .

The  u ' i l l  o I t he  human  sou l  con t ro l s  t he  t hough t  p rocesses  o f  t he
brain,  and i t  is  able to d i rect  the bra in,  to  redi rect  i t ,  to  check
i t .

A thought  f l ies in t<-r  vour  mind.  seeminglv out  of  nor lhere.  I t  may
be  an  i d l e  t hough t ,  a  c rea t i ve  t hough t ,  an  unp leasan t  t hough t ,  o r
an ev i l  thought .  I t  mav be about  v i r tual ly  anvth ing f rom the labels
on  soup  cans  to  t he  na tu re  o [  t he  un i ve rse .  When  the  though t
( ( )mes  i o  m ind .  t he  u i l l  can  d i rec t  t he  b ra in  t o  rece i ve  i r .  r ' e j ec f i t .
ponder i t ,  expand on i t ,  or  i t  can redi rect  the bra in to some other ,
mor-e usefu l  avenue of  thought .

I t  i s  t h rough  the  bod l  t ha t  man-h i s  sou l - s tands  re la ted  to  t he
external  r ror ld .  His phvsical  senses apprehend-see,  hear ,  taste,
touch,  smel l - the realm of  nature,  and i t  is  in  that  natura l  physical
realm-and that  realm onl r ' - that  thev are expert .  His  phy 's ica l
p ( )we rs  enab le  a  l nan  to  ac t  upon  h i s  env i ronmen t .

Then there is  the human spi r i t .  I t  is  th is ,  above a l l ,  that  makes
man  un ique .  Bv  th i s  pa r t  o f  h i s  be ing ,  a  man  mav  be  i n  t ouch  w i th
the  sp i r i t ua l  r ea lm .

I t  is  the human spi r i t  that  g ives man his  spi r i tua l  capaci ty ' .  I t  is
bv th is  that  mcn mav worship God as He dr :s i res to be worshiped
" i n  sp i r i t  and  i n  t r u th . "  Ye t  t h i s  pa r t  o f  man  has  been  ru ined  by
the Fal l .

In  God's per fect  design for  man,  the human spi r i t ,  indwel t  and
f i l lcd by the Hol .v  Spi r i t  and enjoy ing a fu l l  and f ree communion
ni th thc l iv ing God,  was to govern a l l  the act iv i t ies and powers,  of
the soul - in te l lect ,  wi l l ,  and emot ions.  In  th is  p lan,  man would
alu 'avs act  in  per fect  agreement  wi th the wi l l  o f  h is  Creator  and he
would enjo ' r '  the f ru i ts  of  the creat ion in  abundant  le isure and in
peace.

Whcn man s inned,  he was cut  of l - f iom the l i fe  of  God.  The l ine
uas brokcn between heaven and ear th.  The communion bctween
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the Creator  and His Creature was gone.  The spi r i t  o f  man became
dead toward God-not  dead in the sense that  i t  is  to ta l ly  inact ive,
but  in  the sense that  i t  is  ut ter ly  unable to per form i ts  proper
funct ion.

Man, meant to be the express reflection of the beauty and wis-
dom of  God,  was made an orphan.  Empt ied of  the l i fe  of  God,  yet
st i l l  possessing the capaci t ies and energies of  h is  body and soul ,
man became a menace to h imsel f  and to the ear th.  This is  the
supreme tragedy of the Fall.

Man's spi r i t ,  meant  to be the dwel l ing p lace of  God,  became at
best  dead to God and at  worst  i t  became an abode of  ev i l  sp i r i ts .
The intent ion of  God was that  man,  walk ing in  per fect  communion
and perfect agreement with Him-the human spirit and the Holy
Spir i t  whol ly  at  one-would jo int ly  ru le wi th God outward f rom the
spi r i t ,  through the soul  and body,  to  the whole natura l  envi ron-
ment .  Everywhere man went ,  then,  the wi l l  o f  God would be
done.

Instead we see another  condi t ion ent i re lv .  Man.  dead in h is
spi r i t  and lack ing communion wi th God,  carr ies on in  the powers
of  h is  soul ,  which inevi tably  come under some degree of  in f luence
by demons (even in the best  of  men) or ,  a t  the worst ,  he comes
under the actual  contro l  o fev i l  sp i r i ts  and therefore spreads chaos
and  m ise ry  i n  h i s  env i ronmen t .

I t  is  the spi r i t  o f  man,  not  the soul ,  that  God intended to govern
his l i fe !  The soul  is  not  capable of  governing the l i fe  ar ight .  Wi th
the soul  in  charge,  the center  of  man's government  is  misplaced
-from God to self.

Man,  created for  communion wi th God,  was never  meant  to walk
alone,  apar t  f rom God,  independent  of  h is  Creator .  Yet  that  is  h is
condi t ion.  He is  governed by h is  soul .Just  as confusion besets the
body pol i t ic  when the l ines of  command are d isor iented,  confu-
s ion has p lagued human af fa i rs  because of  th is  d is locat ion.

Yet  in  h is  lost  condi t ion man,  wi th a very few except ions,  does
not  seek God.  I t  is  God Who seeks man,  for  He has made a way
of  restorat ion for  man in h is  lost  estate.  He has made a way back
to Himsel f .

The extent .  o f  the Fal l  cannot  be measured sole lv  bv the lack of
communion wi th God,  though th is  is  centra l ,  because' i t  mani fests
i tse l f  in  count less aspects of  our  l ives.  Let  us look for  a moment
at  man as he is .

An indiv idual  may be pr imar i ly  or  h ighly  developed in any of  the
three par ts  of  h is  being:  body,  soul ,  or  sp i r i t .  Or  he may be under-



16l Spirit, Soul, Body

developed in one or  more of  these.  He may be badly lopsided,  as
some are.

God intended the balanced development  of  man in a l l  three
sectors,  wi th none to be developed at  the expense of  another-

A man may be h ighly  developed in h is  physical  body,  but  be only
moderate ly ,  or  hard ly  at  a l l ,  developed in h is  soul - in  h is  mind and
emot ions.  He may devote a d isproport ionate share of  t ime to body
cul ture.

By far the great majority of mankind is most developed in the
body,  the senses.  Pleasure and appet i tes dominate most  men and
rob them of  the d igni ty  God desi res for  them. For  th is  reason man
has sunk below the level  of  animals many,  many t imes.

We have all met sensual men-men of the senses-whose talk is
centered on bodi ly  appet i tes and needs:  They ta lk  a great  deal  of
eat ing,  dr ink ing,  of  sex,  of  re lax ing and s leeping.  They may be
men whose minds are th ick,  but  not  necessar i ly  so.  They may be
inte l l igent  men whose interests are centered in  the grat i f icat ion of
thei r  senses,  even i f  in  a ref ined sty le.

I  remember a man of  the sensual  k ind saying to me one evening
toward the end of  a day 's  work:  "You know what  I 'm going to do?
I 'm going to go down and g i t  me some ta l l  dr inks and then I 'm
going to g i t  me 'bout  

the b iggest  s teak in  town,  and then I 'm going
to  ro l l  i n to  t ha t  hay  and  g i t  me 'bou t  r5  hou rs  o f  so l i d  shu teye ! "
Except  for  the necessary in terrupt ion of  work,  h is  chief  pursui t  in
life was in procuring for his senses the next thing they wanted.

Such men are ru led by thei r  bodi ly  appet i tes inward,  in  an
exact  reversal  of  God's in tent ion that  the spi r i t  ru le both soul  and
body.

Another  man may be h ighly  developed in h is  soul - in  the de-
par tment  of  the in te l lect ,  or  in  the emot ions-and remain very
underdeveloped in h is  body.  He g ives a heavy proport ion of  h is
t ime to cul t ivat ing h is  mind or  to  cul t ivat ing such of  the f iner
soul ish emot ions as music appreciat ion.  He may br ing h is  soul ,
where h is  real  powers are,  to  a very h igh state of  development .

Var ious aspects of  that  par t  of  h is  being-emot ions,  thoughts,
creat ive genius,  ar t is t ic  ta lent  and so on-may be brought  to a
point  of  rharvelous sensib i l i ty  and ref inement .  Yet  even these men
cannot  understand themselves,  because any t rue understanding
mus t  come  f rom the  sp i r i t .

There are men whose interests are centered in  the l i fe  of  the
inte l lect .  For  the sake of  pursuing knowledge they may great ly  re in
in thei r  sensual  dr ives.  They l ive pr imar i ly  in  the mind,  not  in  the
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body.  The extreme of  th is  is  the f ra i l ,  pa le,  s tooped scholar  who
neglects h is  body,  feeding i t  haphazardly  and g iv ing i t  no exerc ise
but  that  which dai ly  rout ine necessar i ly  imposes.  He is  h ighly
developed in the mind but  sunk in  the body.

There are men who st r ike a balance between inte l lect  and enro-
t ion.s and cul t ivate them both in  very usefu l  ways.  There are some
more t ru ly  rounded men who br ing thei r  bodies,  thei r  minds,  and
thei r  emot ions a l l  to  fa i r ly  h igh states of  development .  The able
ath lete wi th a Phi  Beta Kappa key who devotes some of  h is  spare
t ime to chess and Spanish poetry might  fa l l  in to th is  c lass.

In the Uni ted States there are large numbers of  f leshly  men,
devoted to thei r  bodi ly  desi res,  and possib ly  larger  numbers of
soul ish men,  occupied wi th the uses of  thei r  minds or  the enjoy-
ment  of  thei r  emot ions,  but  there are few spi r i tua l  men,  ferv who
are developed or  exerc ised in th is  par t .

That  is  not  surpr is ing.  Man d ied in  h is  spi r i t  when h is  f i rs t  fa ther
s inne d.  He became spi r i tua l ly  dead as far  as communion wi th God
was concerned.

I t  was in  thei r  sp i r i ts  that  the f i rs t  men knew and worshiped God.
When they s inned,  thei r  sp i r i ts  became darkened and dead.  They
no longer had fe l lowship wi th God or  worshiped Him. They h id
f rom Him.

But  in  doing the wi l l  o f  Satan and cut t ing h imsel f  o f f  f rom the
l i fe  of  God,  man d id not  in  any sense cut  h is  spi r i t  o f f f rom Satan
and the demons.  Qui te the opposi te,  man gave access to h is  spi r i t
to  ev i l  sp i r i ts .  I f  an.v man who is ,  as the Bib le puts i t ,  sp i r i tua l ly
"dead in t respasses and s ins"  undertakes to develop h is  darkened
spir i t ,  he does so only by the agency and act iv i ty  of  demonic
sp l r l t s .

Most  Amer icans are dul l .  inact ive.  obtuse in th is  area of  thei r
being.  Some are not .  There are some who are psychical ly  sensi -
t ive,  as they say,  and fu l l  o f  sp i r i tua l  percept ions and intu i t ions of
var ious k inds.  They may become highly  developed and act ive in
the i r  sp i r i t s ,  bu t  i t  i s  a l l  demon ic .

Such indiv iduals,  who possess cer ta in spi r i tua l  capaci t ies or
powers,  are of ten not  aware of  that ,  s ince demons usual ly  present
themselves and thei r  act iv i t ies as benef icent ,  even as Satan "d is-
gu i ses  h imse l f  as  an  ange l  o f  l i gh t . "  I I  Co r i n th ians  r  r : r 4b .

Amer icans,  by and large,  have developed the mind and the body
but  have neglected the spi r i t .  This  is  not  t rue of  many men of
India,  who have assiduously cul t ivated and developed the spi r i t ,
but  have done so a lmost  exc lus ively  through demonic in f luence.
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Some of  them, by var ious r igors,  by d isc ip l ines,  by ascet ic ism and
fasts,  by neglect ing the body,  by s lav ishly  repeat ing cer ta in for-
mulas,  obta in powers in  the spi r i t  and in the soul  and so become
wonder men or  acknowledged "saints. "  They have commerce wi th
evi l  sp i r i ts  through thei r  darkened but  act ive spi r i tua l  par t .

Now we see some young people in  th is  nat ion becoming act ive
in this way. They h.now that there is a spiritual and supernatural
realm. They have had exper iences in  th is  realm. Some have had
encounters wi th supernatura l  beings.  Whether  they know i t ,  or  do
not  know i t ,  these exper iences are a l l  demonic in  thei r  source.

But  unl ike most  of  the o lder  generat ions of  Amer icans,  they are
not  inact ive in  th is  realm-and that  is  sure ly  a c lue to the "genera-
t ion gap."  Adul ts  who have been inact ive in  th is  realm cannot  in
any way comprehend what  is  happening to the younger people,  or
why,  and they have no rvav of  deal ing wi th i t .  I t  is  a l together
beyond them, and thel 'cannot  even begin to guess at  the demonic
inf luences that  are st i r r ing up and dr iv ing the young people-
though they see the ef fects of  i t .

What  is  the ansu'er  then? Man's spi r i t  is  dead in t respasses and
he therefore cannot  have communion wi th God unt i l  h is  sp i r i t  is
"made a l ive bv the Spir i t  o f  God,"  or  to  use the words ofJesus,
unt i l  a  man is  "born again"  by the Spir i t  o f  God.

As a born-again rnan abides in  the l ight  of  God,  he wi l l  gradual ly
begin to understand h imsel f  and h is  reason for  being.  He wi l l
d iscover  that  many i f  not  most  of  the bel ie fs ,  ideas,  and opin ions
he held are to some degree untrue because they were formed by
man apart  f rom God,  Who alone is  Truth and f rom Whom alone
true knowledge and understanding can come. The fear  of  God is
the beginning of  wisdom and knowledge.  Proverbs t :7  and g:ro.

There is  one more c lass.  I t  is  composed of  ind iv iduals who are
al ive and act ive in  thei r  sp i r i ts ,  who t ru ly  worship God and know
Him. This is  t rue only because the) ,have been reawakened,  made
a l i vc  i n  t he  sp i r i t ,  bo rn  aga in .

Their  darkened,  deadened spi r i ts  have been touched by the
breath of  God-by the Holy Spir i t .  They are f i l led wi th l ight  in  the
spi r i tua l  par t  and they enjoy dai ly  fe l lowship wi th God.

At  some point  in  thei r  l ives,  such men become aware that  they
tru ly  are lost  and that  unless God saves them they wi l l  not  be saved.
They see thei r  ut ter  sp i r i tua l  pover ty  and they cal l  out  to  God for
the regenerat ion only He can g ive.

They receive new life from God in the hour they are born again.
There is  a new joy,  a new peace,  a new power to l ive above s in and
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temptat ion. They become men as men more truly ought to be_
g_"_u:,lngd by G94 through rhe awakened human spirit #d exeicis-rng therr capacit ies of body and soul in a way that is pleasing toHim.

Y!r"n Paul wrore, "  .  .  .  I  pray God your whole spir i t  and souland body be kepl blameless .  .  . ; '  h.  *u, 
"*pr.rr ing 

Coa,s d"r i r"thar a man's whole being be free of s in,  soihat heL"yU"long t"God and be lree of derionic intervention.

Stages and Degrees
of Demonic Control

To the extent that a man becomes involved with de_mons' to that extent he ceases to be his own master.  In the worsrcases, a man loses control  over certain parts,  or over al l ,  of  hisb.]lg. He comes under the power of an alien volition.
The re are dramaric instancbs of this in scripture 

"nd 
ihuu" ,""r.,virtually comparable cases in rife. There is the case 

"itr," 
-u" *r,"came. toJesus  and sa id , . . .Lord  have mercy  on  my son,  fo r  he  isan epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he dls ]ri"ii,"'nr.

and often into the warer.' AndJesus rebuked him, and-tii-i"-o,
camz out of him,.and the boy was clred instantly." Mairhew , z, r-i, rA.I t  r+as theal ien presence of the demon rn t t i .  uof i i iu i  ," l l "a 'ni-
and threw hrm into rhe f i re or into water and tor.  i r i , '  wi th convul-
sions. As soon as rhe demon was casr out orni- ,1h; 'b; ; ; ; ; ;1.r"
un-challenged and unbroken conrrol of all his facultiel.

You are endowed with certain faculties, and God wants you roenjoy.full command and conrror of those facurties. sa,un il6r"n",.
I l i  i :  

*ht  evi lspir i ts seek to cur in on a man's o*n po*" iou",
hls act lons and thoughts and to take them over by as much as they
can.

I t  may accurate ly  be said that  demons work to wreck or  to  dam-

1g:",l,y11i"*,.r 
n gs physically, mentally, morally, emori onally, and

sprr t rual ty .  l  hey have many programs to lhese ends,  and there are
many stages,  and a lso many k inds,  of  demonic act iv i ty .

fhe pg-wer,s of evil under satan understand the nut,i.. of man
quite well. Since man was made in the image of God 

"r,a 
*u,
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meant to be a perfectly balanced tripartite being-spirit, soul, and
body-demons seek to damage or  to destroy human beings

- in thei r  minds and emot ions ( the region of  the soul )
-in their bodies
- in thei r  sp i r i ts .

Not  every indiv idual  is  made the object  of  demonic act iv i ty
aimed at all these areas. Demons may find a person unsusceptible
to their strategy for the damaging of his physical being-he may
refuse things harmful to his body and be dil igent in taking care of
it-but may find him open to their strategy for ruining him mor-
ally: He may succumb to their temptations. Or they may find him
open to their strategy for ruining him spiritually: He may believe
thei r  l ies.

The demons know the in terre latedness of  a l l  the par ts  of  a man's
being and if they cannot get a man one way, they are content for
the time being to get him in another-knowing that any way they
get him wil l work to the advantage of their over-all program.

Gett ing a man one wav can become the avenue of  get t ing h im
in other  ways la ter .  By goading a man to do what  is  moral ly  wrong,
for  instance,  demons may adversely af fect  h is  emot ional  or  physi -
cal  wel l -being.

Evi l  sp i r i ts  are sk i l l fu l  a t  turn ing an advantage gained in one
area into expanded gains-even at parlaying it into death. I know
a man who has a physical  af f i ic t ion whose most  potent  enemy is
l iquor .  Yet  he l ikes l iquor .  He stays away f rom i t  most  of  the t ime,
but  every once in a whi le  he puts a few under h is  bel t ,  and when
he does i t  takes h im down a notch.  I t  is  not  hard to see that  he is
being destroyed by quarter  inches.  L iquor  does not  have a very
big hold on h im, but  i t  is  enough of  a hold to be a death gr ip.

The stages and degrees of  demonic contro l  are so var ied that
they cannot  ent . i re ly  be categor ized.  Among the many stages are
those that  may be descr ibed as:  oppression,  obsession,  and
possession.  Evi l  sp i r i ts  oppress some people,  obsess others,  and
actual ly  possess others.

You may know people who are oppressed by demons,  yet  be
unaware of  what  is  t roubl ing them. You may know people ob-
sessed by demons.  You may have met  people who are possessed
by demons.

I f  you are acquainted wi th youns people today,  those in thei r
teens or  ear ly  twent ies,  you may kn<lw cases of  demon oppression
and obsession wi thout  having any idea of  the cause of  i t .
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spir i ts in one, or two, or more chambers of their  being. There is
little that can help them except the power of God. Psychiatrists can
do very little, often nothing, to help them. What can be helptul is
the pinpoint ing of their  t rouble as the work of demonic spir i rs,  i f
that is actually the case, and an expert dealing with the matter on
that level,  by someone who is qual i f ied to do so, s ince demons can
be ident i f ied and cast out.

The Bible speaks of many kinds of evi l  spir i ts,  ident i fy ing them
by their varying propensities and by the effects they produce in
those they aff i ict .  There are spir i ts of  fear .  .  .  foul  spir i ts .  .  .  spir i ts
of error .  perverse spir i ts unclean spir i ts .  .  .  spir i ts of
jealousy .  .  .  spir i ts of  whoredom lying spir i ts .  .  .  spir i ts of
in f i rm i ty . . .  sp i r i t s  o f  emula t ion .

There are also deceiving spir i ts,  sadist ic spir i ts,  scheming spir-
i ts,  spir i ts of  murder,  suicide, destruct ion, v iolence, accusat ion,
addiction, malice, hatred, and race hatred. There are spirits of
divinat ion, and the Bible speaks many t imes, and always warns
against,  " famil iar spir i ts."  This is but a very part ial  l ist ing.

God's purpose in the creat ion was that the body of a man should
be nothing less than the house of God, in which the Holy Spir i t
dwel ls.  What a wonder that is.  What a basis for cont inuous fel low-
ship between the Creator and His marvelous creature, man.

Satan's counterplan was to wrest that body and those faculties
for his own desires. Ini t ia l ly,  he uses demons to tempt men and
persuade them to devote their faculties to doing what is evil. But
his deeper desire is to violate and def i le the human body by mak-
ing i t  the dwel l ing place of evi l  spir i ts.

Behind both of these is his intention to separate men from God
and to ruin them, in this l i fe and in eterni ty.  His pol icy has suc-
ceeded with millions of individuals and it is succeeding m masse
today.

The important quest ion is how do demons succeed in putt ing
into practical effect Satan's program for man? There has to be a
basis for them to do so.

There are four major avenues through which demons gain ac-
cess to,  and a degreE of control  over,  luman beings:

Demons gaincontrol  through sin.
Demons gain control through unbelief.
Demons gain control  through false rel igion or false worship.
Demons gain control  through alcohol,  narcot ics, hal lucino-

gens, or other chemical agents.
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Demons gain access and contro l  through s in because s in is  the
wi l l  o f  Satan carr ied out  by humarr  beings.  The process begins
wi th temptat ion-a temptat ion io  thef t ,  to  anger,  to  jea lousy ' ,  to
lust ,  or  anyth ing e lse-and i f  a  man's wi l l  g ives way to that  s in,  a
basis for demonic actiuity in his life along that line is created.

Demons gain contro l  through unbel ie f  because unbel ie f  seeks
to ignore or  deny the centra l  fact  of  the universe,  that  God Is .  I t
is  an at tempt to obl i terate the knowledge and fear  of  the Creator
f rom His Creat ion.  I t  is  the most  drast ic  and e lementarv and
outrageous l ie  about  the nature of  the universe.  Satan seeks to set
up a basis  of  l i fe  that  ru les God out  as tota l ly  unnecessanr '  and
i r re levant .  The Scr ipture declares that  Satan " the god of  th is
wor ld has b l inded the minds of  the unbel ievers"  so that  they re-
main ignorant  of ,  and indi f ferent  to ,  God the Creator  dur ing thei r
l ives.  I I  Cor inth ians .1: -1a.

An unbel iever 's  ent i re l i fe  is  founded upon a l ie ,  and everyth ing
that  he does,  r lhe ther  apparent lv  good or  bad proceeds out  of  that
l ie .  The Scr ipture therefr>re say-s that  "what  is  not  of  fa i th  is  s in."
Romans  l 4 :2qa .

Demons gain contro l  through la lse re l ig ions and fa lse worship
of  every k ind because these are the most  express contradic t ion of
the wi l l  o f  God,  that  He a lone be rvorshiped and that  His t ruth be
bel ieved.  Satan stands behind every form of  re l ig ion not  revealed
by God,  and many of  the pract ices of  such re l ig ions are speci f ica l ly
demonic.  T-hey are a l l  designed to lead men into spi r i tua l  bondage
or keep them in i t ,  and there is  no l iberat ing power in  them. They
are set  up to g ive demons sway over  men and they prevent  men
from f inding reconci l ia t ion to God.

The ro le of  a lcohol  and var ious narcot ics and chemicals in  mak-
ing men accessib le to the work of  ev i l  sp i r i ts  is  taken up,  sepa-
rate ly ,  in  another  chapter .

When temptat ion is .presented. to yo^ur  soul ,  i t  is  Satan seeking
an entrance into your  being for  s in or  for  demons.  Because of  the
act iv i ty  of  the human conscience.  many men have a very good
sense of  that  which is  r ight  and that  which is  wrong.  Yet  at  t imes
they may become involved in very severe bat t les to keep f rom
doine what  is  wrong.  At  such t imes,  when demonic powers are
work ing hard to draw a man into s in,  and when the conscience is
aroused to res is t ,  the wi l l  o f  the man is  subject  to  the suasions of
opposing spi r i tua l  forces,  and he must  choose between them.

"Resist  the devi l  and he wi l l  f lee f rom you,"  the Bib le declares.
Temptat ions are unpredictable in  thei r  coming,  but  they are not
permanent .  I f  demons do not  succeed in get t ing a man to s in,  i f
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he res is ts  the temptat ion,  the power of  i t  wi l l  suddenly be broken
and the temptat ion wi l l  be gone.  That  which is  exper ienced as the
breaking o[a temptat ion is ,  in  fact ,  the demons f lee ing in  defeat .
T 'hey wi l l  re turn la ter  wi th the same or  some other  l ine of  tempta-
t ion.  The interval  may be br ief  or  i t  may be qui te long.

Evi l  sp i r i ts ,  bent  on us ing men to carry out  Satan 's  wi l l ,  do not
prefer  such contests as thei r  mode of  operat ion.  They are made
too subjecl to resistance and defeat. They prefer to gain control
over a man and over one or more of his faculties, so thev can rzsr
that  man,  as thei r  v ic t im,  to do thei r  wi l l .

From Temptation to Possession

Satan's  program is  to s tar t  an indiv idual  of f in  s in in any way he
can,  perhaps in some very smal l  way,  perhaps in some very sudden
and unant ic ipated way,  and then,  in  t ime,  to escalate h im in s in,  to
graduate h im to new degrees or  depths or  forms of  s in.

He thus obta ins a man's consent  to s in by degrees,  and i f  he can
take h im far  enough he can get  h im into s in so deep that  he can' t
get  out  of  i t -except  by turn ing to God in fu l l -hear ted repent-
A N C C .

I t  is  an a lmost  inevi table ru le of  s in that  i t  pays of f  a t  a s teadi ly
d imin ishing rate,  so thatyou have to have more and more of  i t  to
get  the same resul t  as t ime goes on.  In  the same process,  i ts  parns
and sorrorvs steadi ly  increase.

There may be,  at  the star t ,  a  considerable reward or  grat i f icat ion
in s in.  Later ,  d imin ishing rewards set  in ,  the s in becomes habi tual ,
and some of  the pain begins to be exper ienced.  There may be
heavl '  gu i l t ,  depression,  oppression,  bondage- Ther.e^m1y be ob-
ject ivc consequences that  press in  upon or  b l ight  a l i fe  for  years.- l 'he 

area of  the s in may be expanded in a number of  ways- in
f rcquency ' ,  in  in tensi ty ,  in  the degree of  compuls ion,  and espe-
c ia l lv  b.v  involv ing addi t ional  people.  F inal ly ,  the s in may become
d<>minant  in  a person's  l i fe  unt i l  he is  ru led and run by i t .  Now the
person is  addicted to s in.  He cannot  break i t .  That  is  the point  of
D O S  S C S  S I O N .

For some indiv iduals,  the g iv ing in  to demons on a cer ta in l ine
of  temptat ion is  the f i rs t  s tep that  leads to possession.  By us ing
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temptat ion to gain an indiv idual 's  vo luntary compl iance to s in,
Satan may succeed in opening up an avenue of entrance for de-
mons,  f i rs t  in to a person's  exper ience,  la ter  in to h is  being.

Temptat ion is  the most  common work of  ev i l  sp i r i ts  and,  as i t
proves effective, it may be succeeded by the more severe stages
of  demonic act iv i ty  a imed at  ind iv idual  men-oppression,  obses-
s ion,  and possession.

No sharp l ine can be drawn between demon oppression and
obsession.  Obsession is  oppression ampl i f ied and intensi f ied.  De-
mon oppression may take many d i f ferent  forms;  i t  is  usual ly  ex-
per ienced in the moods,  in  the feel ings,  in  the emot ional  s tate,  and
also in  the mind.  The same is  t rue of  obsession;  the d i f ference is
in degree.  Oppression may be cyc l ic ;  obsession bears down hard
and knows litt le, if any, relief.

Oppression may take the form of  var ious moods that  come over
a person.  An indiv idual  has a spel l  o f  g loom or  deep melancholy.
I t  may come suddenly or  wi thout  any apparent  reason.  I t  occupies
the seat  of  h is  emot ions and to some extent  governs h is  act ions,
percept ions,  and responses.  For  a t ime the indiv idual  walks under
a c loud of  melancholy,  or  exper iences a k ind of  f looding of  h is
emot ions.  He may make an important  decis ion af fect ing h is  l i fe
whi le  under the in f luence of  th is  emot ional  oppression.

Human beings were never  in tended to be ru led or  run by t ran-
s ient  emot ions and moods,  but  that  has become a par t  of  thei r
v ic t imizat ion under the re ign of  s in and Satan.

I knew a man several years ago who had long been plagued by
a par t icu lar  l ine of 'ev i l  thoughts.  He d id not  want  them but  they
seemed to occupy h is  mind dai ly .  This  baf f ied h im, t roubled h im,
and somet imes made h im miserable.  Then.  at  last .  he cr ied to God
for deliverance. Others prayed with him for that, and the plague
of  ev i l  thoughts stopped.  I  met  h im several  years la ter  and he said
that  he had not  been t roubled s ince.

When these thoughts were deal t  wi th at  thei r  demonic source,
h is  af f i ic ted mind was c leared.  For  a man under such mental  tor-
ment  there was no way out ,  except  by the power of  God.

When a man believes a l ie of any kind-whether it is in the realm
of  re l ig ion or  sc ience or  phi losophy or  pol i t ics or  any other  l ine
-and acts upon i t  as though i t  were t rue,  he walks in  decept ion
and delus ion.  This becomes especia l ly  painfu lwhen he thoroughly
bel ieves some l ie  about  h imsel f .  Some people bear crushing loads
of  in fer ior i ty ,  for  instance,  and th is  fa lse concept ion obstructs and
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l imi ts  and hampers thei r  l ives.  I t  changes thei r  conduct  f rom what
i t  would normal ly  be,  and imposes much suf fer ing upon them.
Such a state of  mind and feel ings may be the d i rect ,  in tent ional
work of  af f i ic t ing demons act ing upon the thoughts and the emo-
t rons .

Satan seeks to in t roduce var ious k inds of  ev i ls  in to the human
consciousness,  and he desi res that  l ies be made pervasive.  In  th is ,
he uses d i rect  demonic suggest ion,  and he a lso uses human com-
municat ion.

Demons dwel l ing in  the atmosphere charge the a i r  wi th ev i l
thoughts and present  them to men's minds.  Suddenly,  seemingly
f rom out  of  nowhere,  a surpr is ing thought ,  or  an ev i l  thought  or
impulse,  f l ies in to the mind.  We become aware of  i t  wi th a mi ld
shock of  recogni t ion.  I t  is  not  nat ive to us,  i t  is  fore ign.  I t  d id not
or ig inate wi th us,  i t  was in t roduced.

Satan wishes to get  the human mind down under the power of
such concept ions.  I f  a  man accepts l ies or  ev i l  thoughts,  he may
become a v ic t im and a lso a t ransmit ter .

There is  a massive assaul t  upon the minds of  young people in
the Uni ted States today.  Some of  i t  comes f rom the supernatura l
realm di rect ly .  Some of  i t  comes f rom indiv iduals who receive
var ious ev i ls  by demonic suggest ion and then use mass organs of
communicat ion to spread them.

This at tack on the mind is  brought  to i ts  h ighest  s tate when a
nat ion is  overmastered by a ru l ing c l ique,  which uses a l l  the or-
gans of  communicat ion to assai l  the publ ic 's  mind cont inual l ,v  wi th
bruta l  l ies.

You have perhaps read how, for  a long t ime in China,  i t  was
vi r tual ly  impossib le for  a person to avoid a near ly  cont inual  bom-
bardment  of  the thoughts of  Mao in publ ic  p laces.  In  t ra ins,  Mao's
thoughts were sung by passengers f rom song sheets d is t r ibuted
to them. Loudspeakers b lared h is  thoughts in to the st reets.  Tens
of  mi l l ions of  copies of  h is  thoughts were d isseminated and the
Chinese carr ied them l ike Bib les.  The thoughts of  Mao were l ies,
b ig l ies,  but  a system had been devised by which such l ies could
be presented to men's minds wi th l i t t le  surcease.  Vast  populat ions
are thus brought  under decept ion and delus ion.

Evi l  ideas somet imes have a dynamic energy that  commands
at tent ion and impresses them forcefu l ly  upon the mind.  That  en-
ergy l ies in  the fact  that  they are demon-or ig inated.  There is  a
genuine degree of  " inspi rat ion"  in  such l ies.  They are inspi red by
Satan.  not  bv God.
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I t  became necessary for  me,  dur ing my reportor ia l  invest igat ion
of  Danie l  Burros,  the Jewish Nazi  and Ku Klux Klan leader,  to
spend a day reading through a table heaped with extreme right-
wing l i terature.  I t  was an unpleasant  exper ience because near ly  a l l
o f  i t  was shot  through wi th l ies in formed by hatred.  The mater ia l
seemed to be a k ind of  pol i t ica l  pornography.

That  n ight ,  as I  went  home, I  became aware that  cer ta in fasc is t ic
concept ions of  race super ior i ty  and race in fer ior i ty ,  o f  who was
racia l ly  good and who was rac ia l ly  ev i l ,  had lodged in my mind in
a way that actually affected and distorted my perspective, and I
could not  instant ly  shake these ideas of f .  I  was a b i t  a larmed that
such ideas as that ,  under which I  had never  labored,  could prove
to be at  a l l  tenacious.  I t  took about  two hours of  conscient ious
ef for t  before these l ies,  to  which I  had been concentratedly  ex-
posed through most  of  a work ing day,  were d is lodged.  By that  I
became aware o[how i t  is  possib le,  in  societ ies l ike Nazi  Germany
and communist  China,  for  mass delus ions to be imposed upon a
populat ion,  when of f ic ia l  l ies are poured out  incessant ly  and ur-
gent ly  through a l l  the media,  bombarding the consciousness re-
lent less ly .  No contrary bel ie f  is  permi t ted a publ ic  breath to
dispute the of f ic ia l  " t ruth."

Our nat ion,  for tunate ly ,  is  not  under the d ic tatorship of  any
mi l i tant  c l ique determined to enforce i ts  l ies by impr isonment  and
death,  so that  we do not  have a s ingle mass delus ion upon us,  but
i f  any indiv idual  l ives under a delus ion he is  not  great ly  bet ter  of f .
There are p lenty of  delus ions extant  in  our  society and they are
increasing and tak ing over  minds.

Since l ies and evi l  thoughts may come to the indiv idual  by d i rect
demonic suggest ion (a k ind of  whisper  to the inner  ear) ,  or  by
seeing something ev i l ,  or  hear ing something ev i l ,  or  reading
something ev i l ,  Satan uses a l l  these means in mount ing h is  assaul t
upon the mind.  Those p laces f rom which t ruth ought  to be ema-
nat ing,  such as the pulp i ts ,  have g iven so much ground to var ious
fads of  the in te l lect  and to outr ight  l ies that  they do not  have rhe
power to countervai l  er ror .

Thoughts,  of  course,  precede act ions:  an act ion is  formed in the
mind before it is carried out. Satan has greatly multiplied the evils
now commonly avai lable to the mind- in pr in ted form, in  mot ion
picture depict ions,  in  the lyr ics beamed out  by radio day and n ight .
He intends to produce in actual  pract ice some of  that  which he is
now so assiduously sowing in the minds of  mi l l ions.

Satan and the demons center  much at tent ion on the human
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mind, and no one escapes some form of demonic act iv i ty aimed
at the mind.

One def ini t ion of the word "obsess" is:  " to dominate or preoc-
cupy the thoughts, feel ings, or desires of a person; beset,  t rouble
or haunt persistent ly or abnormal ly."

Some of the things that are being shown in popular f i lms today
center strongly on the abnormal i t ies of which obsession, and even
possession, are compounded, as this morning's copy of The New
York Times again reminded me: A picture called "Paranoia" is
advert ised as featur ing (and these are in bold capitals) "Debauch-
ery, Perversion, Sadism, and Fright."  Another is advert ised as
showing the act ions of "a total ly amoral person who shoots heroin
(even under her tongue!),  cavorts in the nude, l ies, steals,  makes
Iove to gir ls,  and destroys every man who fal ls in love with her."
Such a l i tany of unnatural  acts!  The newspaper 's motto, "Al l  the
News That 's Fi t  to Print ,"  presupposes that there are some things
that are simply not fit to print. The pledge affords nothing to the
reader i f  what is barred from the news columns is blazoned in the
ad columns. A double standard of moral i ty is no standard of mo-
rality.

But what is more important is that there are at least seven things
in those two short  l ists that are basical ly demonic and out of which
demons are able to bring terrible affiictions for man, including
obsess ion  and even possess ion .

I  remember si t t ing one day in the f i rst- f loor off ice of a man on
the West Side of Manhattan and he said, point ing out the window,
"Do you see that man walking by?" I  saw a tal l ,  rather thin man
about thirty-two years old wearing a tan jacket. "Two years ago,"
he said, " that young man had a ful l - t ime job. One day I  not iced he
showed signs of having dope in him. Pretty soon he had a part-
t ime job. Some days he'd be al l  r ight and some days he'd be doped
up. Now he doesn't  have any job, and he's doped up nearly al l  the
t ime. "

That i l lustrates, in a graphic way, the steps that lead some in-
dividuals from freedom to possession. The man had formerly
enjoyed the use of his faculties and could apply them rationally to
meet his needs, but now his facult ies were necessari ly devoted to
the procurement and inject ion of a narcot ic.  He had become a
slave.

People can be obsessed and possessed by things far less
material than narcotics but not much less potent in their effects.

Demon obsession takes many forms. I t  may express i tsel f  in
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phobias,  ext reme complexes,  fe t ishes,  f ixat ions,  pervers ions,  ex-
treme moods and feelings (of a dark and evil character), and acute
fears. There are people who labor under these things as truly as
the addict  labors under the compuls ions of  dope.

Fear is very often directly produced by the activity of demons
and i t  should be res is ted.  There can be vague,  a lmost  nameless,
fears, and there can be knife-sharp, highly distressing fears. They
are meant to reduce human efficiency by setting up barriers (un-
seen but no less formidable) to full, free activity. Fears have a
tremendous inhibit ing power. When fear seizes a person it can
stop h im dead f rom doing what  he needs to do or  ought  to do,  and
what he would do if fear was not there. Fear is often a form of
demonic res is tance appl ied to the soul .

Perhaps the most extreme form of inhibit ing fear is expressed
in the l ife of the recluse. Some years ago in New York City the
Col l ier  brothers set  up th ick barr iers of  newspaper p i les ins ide
thei r  town house in Manhat tan and lef t  only  tunnel- l ike passages
through the piles, to keep them safe from the outside world and
int ruders.  One of  the brothers ex i ted and entered through the
passages onlv in  cases of  emergency or  inescapable need.  They
wi thdrew f rom al l  par t ic ipat ion in  society and normal  l i fe ,  ob-
sessed by fears.

Whi le crawl ing out  through a passage,  the s l ight ly  more act ive
of  the two rec luses t r ipped a t rap,  br inging p i les of  newspapers
down on h im. Since he could not  move,  he d ied there in  h is  own
trap.  Deep ins ide the house the other  man s lowly s tarved to death.
The th ing in tended by them, in  thei r  obsession,  to  be thei r  means
of protection became the means of death. They were betrayed by
act ing according to thei r  fears.

Evi l  sp i r i ts  are expert  at  persuading indiv iduals to bel ieve some
false concept ion about  themselves.  By repeat ing i t  cont inual ly  to
the consciousness of  a v ic t im,  they turn i t  in to a f ixat ion.  Though
the concept ion is  not  fact ,  i t  becomes as good as fact .

In  addi t ion to repeat ing i t ,  they are able to present  a ser ies of
outs ide conf i rmat ions of  what  they te l l  the person to be t rue about
h imsel f .  They may te l l  a  person d i rect ly ,  "You are worth less,"  or
"You are ugly and unloved."  They repeat  i t  and repeat  i t  unt i l  i t
is adopted as truth and acted on as objective fact.

From the outs ide such indiv iduals begin get t ing conf i rmat ions
of  thei r  d isabl ing misconcept ions.  People seem to snub them.
They are walking in the street and they hear someone say, "Well,
look at her," and. they fit i t r ight into the pattern, as proof of the
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delusion. A good deal of  that may be a seizing upon meaningless
or wholly irrelevant details and fitting them right into the picture.
Yet demons work together for the discomfort  o[  human vict ims,
and i t  is ent i rely possible for a person with a demonical ly inspired
f ixat ion about himself  to meet a person who wi l l  say something
specific to strengthen that fixation. Such a person may speak at the
immediate prompting of evi l  spir i ts.

In the building in which I formerly lived there was a man about
thir ty,  always neat and presentable in appearance and always si lent
and glum in expression. I  was told by another occupant that he was
a br i l l iant electronics special ist  who did not have the conf idence
to take the work that he was fully qualified to do. Instead he did
oddjobs in electr icaland radio repair  shops for his l iv ing. I t  was
clear that the man was l iv ing under a terr ible weight of infer ior i ty
that checked him from ever rising to his normal level of achieve-
ment.  He was l iv ing under a delusion. He was not bound in his
body, but he was bound in his concept ions. That bind placed an
ent irely unnecessary l imitat ion upon his l i fe.

A person l ike that,  who could be making a high salary with some
well-established enterprise, virtually skulks from place to place
and is very likely to be led to take work in some shabby shop where
the owner is of a disposit ion impossible to please, given to blurt-
ing things like "Can't you do anything right?" and-aoild.t-the
demon-persecuted man has dai ly conf irmations of his near-worth-
lessness from the petty shop tyrant under whom he works.

I t  is a real i ty l i t t le suspected that evi l  spir i ts use men to do their
work, as far as men will let them. They speak through men. They
act through men. Satan is " the spir i t  who is at uork IN the chi ldren
of disobedience."

A bind becomes stronger and harder to break out of the longer
the misconcept ion that prompts i t  is accepted and obeyed, unt i l  at
last it becomes a fixation.

Another category of demonic act iv i ty is dr iv ing men: Some men
are driven by ambition, and they are driven by it so hard that they
inflict much damage, along their upward path, upon other people.
Some men are dr iven to dominate others and, i f  possible, to hold
them in fear. Some men are driven to achieve an almost impossi-
ble perfection and, in the process, others are subjected to gross
inconvenience and pain. In st i l l  more pecul iar forms, some are
driven to be free of germs and much of their life becomes a labor
to that end. Driven men are often, though not always, miserable,
and they have an unusual capacity for inflicting misery on others.
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I t  is  the pr iv i lege of  a man to ru le over ,  [o  govern,  h is  own spi r i t ,
forb idding ev i l  passions-anger,  envy,  hatred,  b i t terness,  jea l -
ousy,  a lust  for  power- to re ign wi th in h im and to use h is  facul t ies
as thei r  means of  expression.  I f  a  man g ives way to such th ings as
these wi th scant  rest ra int ,  he g ives occasion to demons to come
in and take over  par ts  of  h is  being.

Seizures and Binding

There are many,  many degrees of  demonic in ter lerence wi th the
use of  human facul t ies- f rom occasional  and par t ia l  a l l  the way to
tota l .

Some indiv iduals who are af f i ic ted wi th demons must  engage in
many of  thei r  waking hours in  a painfu l  and very d i f f icu l t  s t ruggle
for the free and efficient use of their faculties, and often they must
somehow l imp a long wi th only  hal f ,  or  less than hal f ,  o f  the fu l l  use
o f  some  pa r t s  o f  t he i r  be ing .

Any k ind of  se izure of  human lacul t ies,  by which they are taken
over from the primary control of their owner-whether it affects
a man in a physical ,  menta l ,  moral ,  or  sp i r i tua l  way-mav be a
resu l t  o f  d i r ec t  demon ic  ac t i v i t y .

Demons can and do at tack human beings in  thei r  nerves and
thei r  muscular  systems,  as wel l  as in  thei r  minds.  Sudden exper i -
ences of  acute nervousness,  unexpla ined by any immediate or
outward c i rcumstances,  can be caused by d i rect  demonic at tacks.
I f  th is  proceeds far  enough,  i t  can u l t imate ly  lead to nervous col -
l apse .

In th is  k ind of  at tack,  a person's  own vol i t ion ceases to govern
his bodi ly  responses,  and he f inds that  something is  happening to
him that  he cannot  contro l .  He would have a bet ter  chance at
contro l l ing i t  i f  he understood i ts  source and wi thstood i t  on that
basis ,  c la iming back the fu l l  contro l  o f  h is  bodi ly  resources.

Some people are kept  in  an a lmost  constant  s tate of  nervous-
ness.  They rare ly  get  even a few moments of  fu l l  re l ie f .  Demonic
suggest ions to the mind can a lso have a par t  in  th is .

I  was sent  to  cover  a h ippie event-main ly  an e lect ronic  rock
concert -on the Mal l  in  Centra l  Park one summer day,  and there
I  ta lked wi th a ta l l  young man,  p leasant- looking and ent i re ly  p leas-
ant  in  demeanor and a lso obviously  in te l l igent ,  wear ing a k ind of
gypsy c lothes and some beads.  The most  obvious th ing about  h im
was that  he was extremely nervous.  This showed in a quaver ing of
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his voice and in the shaking of  h is  hands.  He had got  in to some
demonic realm in h is  h ippie l i fe  and he was a l ready paying a pr ice
in h igh nervousness and tension.

I  know another  man,  a former magazine wr i ter ,  who can no
longer hold a steady job.  Since our  or ig inal  meet ing three years
ago I  have met  h im on the st reet  or  in  the subway about  f ive t imes,
and I  have never  encountered h im when he was not  exhib i t ing
symptoms of  the most  in tense nervousness.

There is  a more extreme form of  demon contro l .  I t  is  the fu l l ,
acute seizure,  in  which ev i l  sp i r i ts  convulse or  throw the body of
the man they occupy,  or  make h im do bodi ly  harm to h imsel f  or
at tack others.  Seizure is  a very good word.  I t  is  the seiz ing of
contro l  o [a person's  muscular  and nervous systems f rom him by
another  force and employing them against  h im,  against  h is  wi l l .
Epi lept ic  f i ts  are in  th is  category.

I  rvas r id ing on a bus in  upstate New York one af ternoon when
a woman about  twenty-e ight  years o ld got  on and sat  three rows
in front of me. About once every forty or f ifty seconds a shudder
passed  th rough  he r  shou lde . t ,  h . r ' head  wou ld  j e r k ,  and  she
barked once or  twice l ike a dog.  In  every other  way her  behavior
and movements were ord inary and apparent ly  normal .  She was a
vic t im of  br ie f ,  regular  se izures,  which must  have made her  l i fe
one of  indescr ibable misery.

The ut ter ing of  animal  sounds involuntar i ly  is  a recurrent  phe-
nomenon among some persons under demon contro l .  At  one of
the b ig pop-rock summer fest iva ls  a group of  young people had
a  ba rk ing  sess ion .

In tak ing contro l  over  the facul t ies of  men,  demons somet imes
use them in extreme or  v io lent  or  speeded-up ways,  and some-
t imes they use them in qui te another  way:  They s low them down
or s top thei r  funct ioning.

Both of  these ef fects can be seen at  t imes in a s ingle indiv idual .
There are demons that  take contro l  o f  the facul t ies of  hear ing and
speech in men and cause them to be deaf  or  dumb, or  both,  or  to
stut ter  terr ib ly .

On one occasion,  Jesus said,  " 'You deaf  and dumb spi r i t ,  I
command  you ,  come  ou t  o f  h im ,  and  neve r  en te r  h im  aga in . 'And
af ter  cry ing out  and convuls ing h im terr ib ly ,  i t  carne out .  .  .  . "  Mark
g : 2 5 b , 2 6 .

The same demon produced two extreme, but  opposi te,  ef fects.
Whi le i t  went  undetected i t  had the power to prevent  hear ing and
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speaking in the vict im.Just as the same demon was to be cast out,
i t  cr ied out through the vict im and convulsed him. When the de-
mon came out,  the boy could hear and speak and soon he was in
ful l  motor control  of  his body. This is not to say that al l  deafness
is demonic in i ts cause, but some deafness is.

The demonic act ion opposite to convulsions is that in which the
evil spirits freeze human faculties, so to speak, rendering them
immobi le so that a person cannot use them freely.  This is best
described as binding a person.

Though i ts sources are unseen, i t  is as real in i ts ef fects as a
binding with chains. An extreme form is paralysis.  But there are
less extreme forms in which the individual is t ightened up and
cannot express himself  f reely and ful ly through his facult ies. His
facial expression may be frozen, he may be unable at times to
smile,  oi  to speak freely,  or to move about with ease.

There are some people who are physical  cr ipples, and everyone
can see that,  but there are other people who are psychological
cr ipples. They cannot use their  non-physical  facult ies any more
efficiently or freely than a man with a sprained ankle can use his
foot and leg. The inter ior pain of that condit ion is,  in i ts way, as
severe as the physical  pain of the man with the sprain.

Moreover,  there can be an interrelat ion between and among
these condit ions. A physical  cr ippl ing can affect the emotions and
the mental  concept ions of a vict im.

In some forms, this binding takes the mode of a deformity of
posture. There is a man who regular ly passes through my New
York neighborhood who is terr ibly bent over and whose r ight
shoulder is thrust up abnormal ly high. To look up he has to turn
his whole face sidewise, and you see one eye cocked upward. He
is extremely rel ig ious and wi l l  not cross a street without making
the sign of the cross several  t imes. His rel ig ious f ixat ion is as
demonic as his deformity undoubtedly is.  He is bound in body and
bound in  sp i r i t .

The Bible says that Jesus was "teaching in one of the syna-
gogues on the sabbath. And there was a woman who had had a
spirit of infrmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not
ful ly straighten herself .  And whenJesus saw her,  he cal led to her,
'Woman, vou are freed from your inf i rmity. 'And he laid his hands
upon her, 'and immediately she was made i t raight,  and she praised
God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant becauseJesus had
healed on the sabbath, said to the people, 'There are six days on
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which work ought  to be done.  Come on those days and be healed,
and not  on the sabbath day. 'Then the Lord answered h im, 'You

hypocr i tes!  Does not  each of  you on the sabbath unt ie  h is  ox or
h is  ass f rom the manger,  and lead i t  away to water  i t?  And ought
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for
eightem yars, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?' " Luke
r 3 : r o - r 6 .

Her af f i ic t ion was not  pr imar i ly  physical .  I t  was pr imar i ly  de-
monic,  wi th the physical  ef fect  of  b inding her  and keeping her
bent .  In  the most  ext reme form of  b inding,  the person is  rendered
vi r tual ly  inanimate and mute,  a v ic t im of  the catatonic ef fect  of
demon ic  occupa t i on .

Whether  by seizure of  b inding,  the wi l l  9 f  t f , :  person is  not
sovereign over  cer ta in events af fect ing h is  facul t ies.

Evi l  sp i r i ts  may af fect ,  or  contro l ,  a  man's thoughts,  h is  act ions,
h is  bel ie fs ,  h is  heal th,  h is  feel ings,  h is  speech,  h is  dr ives,  h is  pas-
s ions,  or  any other  cr i t ica l  sector  of  h is  l i fe  and being.

A man uho is possessed by a dnnon or by dnnons does not haue control of
himself in the area in which lu is possased.

Demons of  anger and envy and other  passions occupy some
human beings.  When they do,  they can cause thei r  own pervers ion
of  sp i r i t  to  agi tate and ru le the human mind and spi r i t  on a v i r tu-
a l ly  uninterrupted basis .

Persons who are occupied by demons are dr iven and compel led
to do th ings they know they should not  do.

A whi le  ago a boy wrote to a min is ter  wi th th is  compla int :
"When I  catch something a l ive l ike a f ly  or  a moth or  a mouse I
p ick i t  apar t .  I  know th is  is  wrong.  I  don' t  want  to do i t ,  but  I  can ' t
help i t .  Can vou help me?"

The boy who wrote that  le t ter  recognized that  h is  conduct  was
vi r tual lv  involuntary.  Some evi l  had a pers is tent  gr ip  on h im that
he could not  overcome. He was beginning to real ize that  the prob-
lem was b igger  than he was,  and that  is  a s tar t .  The demons may
be more powerfu l  than the man they occupy,  but  God is  more
powerfu l  than the demons.  And some of  God's servants are able
to cast  demons out  of  people who have them but  do not  want  them.

Entire Possession

A man who is  demon-possessed does not  do the wi l l  o f  God,  he
does not  even do h is  own wi l l .  He does the wi l l  o f  Satan.  For  more



179 Stages and Degrees of Demonic Control

than fifteen years a short, raggedly dressed woman in late middle
age with iron-gray hair, walked up and down the streets of the
neighborhood in which I l ive nearly every afternoon and evening,
shout ing angr i ly  in  rapid- f i re ,  s taccato bursts.  She used a ro l led-
up newspaper as her megaphone. There was an electric quality to
her  speech,  and most  of  i t  was in  garb led words.

Nearly every day, from early spring unti l late fall, a man about
the same age would come and stand on the corner and endeavor
to stop pedestr ians,  especia l ly  women students,  and te l l  them he
was messiah. He was there, six days a week, from morning to dark,
doing th is .

These people were not  doing thei r  own wi l l ;  both were pos-
sessed by demons and both were dr iven dai ly ,  for  years,  to  spend
themselves on the sidewalks on such futi le errands. The regularity
of their appearances was metronomic. These are examples of full
possession and use of  humans by demons.

One n ight  I  was out  wi th a group of  co l lege students and min is-
ters,  speaking f rom a por table pulp i t  to  a smal l  group of  people.
A man about twenty-five years old came along, stopped, got down
on his back in front of our pulpit and lay flat, and began screaming.
After a while, he sat cross-legged and made loud noises. Then he
got up and did a kind of dance. Finally, he tried to stand on the
pulpit. It was an extraordinary performance unti l i t was inter-
rupted by a policeman who came by and took him around the
corner. We then continued, after ten minutes of the most absurd
and st renuous interrupt ions.  The mere fact  that  the words of  the
Scripture were being spoken publicly at that place had turned this
passerby on,  so to speak,  or  had turned the demons in h im on and
made them put him through a series of wild gyrations designed
to drown out what we were saying and seize the public attention.
Much of  the content  of  what  he shouted,  i t  should be noted,  had
to do with a Far Eastern religion.

When a demon occupies a man he can use that  man,  and one or
more of  h is  facul t ies,  wi th which to express h imsel f .  I t  p leases
Satan exceedingly when he has made a man over  in to an automa-
ton of  s in,  when evi l  sp i r i ts  have seized a human body and can use
i t  to  act  out  thei r  passions.

There are vary ing stages of  demonic occupat ion.Just  as para l -
ysis can be anywhere from partial to total-from a hand up to the
entire body, involving one part, several parts, or the whole-so it
is  wi th ev i l  sp i r i ts .

A person may have one evi l  sp i r i t  who posseSses h im in one area
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of his being. He may have a number of evi l  spir i ts who possess him
in that area or in more than one area of his being. Or he may have
many evil spirits who effectively possess him entirely. Mary Mag-
dalene, to whom Jesus appeared first after His resurrect.ion, is
described as a woman "out of whom he had cast seven devi ls."
(Mark r6:9; Luke 8:2.)  WhenJesus asked the man in the tombs his
name, he said, "My name is Legion, for we are many."

So evi l  spir i ts may possess a man in some, several ,  or al l  aspects
of his being, and in those areas he is overmastered by them and
does their  wi l l .

Satan's Three-Part Program

for the Young

If you were to make a survey of a hundred American
adults over thirty-five years old and were to ask them if they be-
l ieved in the act iv i ty of supernatural  spir i ts,  a heavy major i ty would
say no. I f  you put the same quest ion to a hundred Americans
between seventeen and twenty-four years old, a majority would
probably say yes-and that is a big clue to the generat ion gap. The
older people mainly think there is no such act iv i ty.  Manv of the
younger people hnow there is.

We are going to f ind the ke,v to what is happening to so many
young people in this area, and i f  we do not face that fact,  we are
not going to be able to meet the di frhcult ies into which they are so
rapidly falling. Nor are they.

Whi le with one hand Satan has taken away the truth of God and
thejoys of true supernatural experience from this generation, he
has with the other hand brought upon i t  a vast new traff ic in false
myst ic ism and in contact with evi l  spir i ts.

A few weeks ago I was visiting the offices of a company where
I have some fr iends. I  had come to know a number of persons
there. But I had not met the youngJew (twenty-three years old) in
the fol lowing br ief  account,  though I  had seen him in the place. I t
was 5:3o p.u. and I  was about to leave when a fr iend said, "Wait .
Leonard Marks is si t t ing in the back corner.  He's crying. There's
something wrong and he says he wants to talk to you."
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"Who is Leonard Marks?" I asked.
"You' l l  recognize h im,"  he said.  'Just  go back and ta lk  to h im.

Maybe you can help him. He had a nervous breakdown a few
months ago."

That part of the office had closed for the night and it was dark
there. I walked back and found the young man sitt ing on top of a
desk,  wi th tears in  h is  eyes.  I  recognized h im as a br ight ,  v iv id ly
a ler t ,  energet ic  young man who had been work ing as an assis tant
to several executives.

"What 's  wrong?" I  asked.
What  came in answer d idn ' t  make sense.  " I  want  to be the

flag-bearer on the new Cobra helicopter," he said. "The Cobra is
different. It 's going to be a force for good. I 'm a member of the
new generation, and I want to be the flag-bearer on it."

I tr ied to get him to explain what being the flag-bearer would be,
but  he said he was a member of  the new generat ion.  " I  have ideas,
new generat ion ideas,  that  th is  company needs,"  he said.  " I  want
power here."  A moment la ter  he ta lked about  becoming "Presi -
dent  of  the Uni ted States."  Then he descr ibed h imsel f  as "a mem-
ber of  the Mod Squad."

"Why d id you ask me to come back here to see you?" I  asked.
"You know about  the supernatura l , "  he said.
"Yes,"  I  sa id.  I  ta lked to h im di rect ly  and quiet ly :  "Leonard,  th is

th ing that 's  got  hold of  you is  out  to  destroy you."
His head fe l l .  "Yes.  I  know that . "  he said.
A moment la ter  he was ta lk ing a st ream of  nonsense again.
"This is  not  Leonard speaking,"  I  sa id.  "Leonard is  not  doing

the ta lk ing here."  His chin dropped to h is  chest  again,  and af ter
a momenl  he said,  "No,  you' re r ight .  I t 's  not  me."  I  was t ry ing to
call him from his unrealitv back to realitv. It seemed that he would
come out  for  a moment and be rat ionai ,  but  then lapse back and
the delus ion that  had got  hold of  h im would take over  h is  mind
again.  He could not  get  three st ra ight ,  in te l l ig ib le sentences out
of  h is  mouth.

I knew that something had pulled him off the track and I began
to have an idea what  i t  was.  "What  have you been tak ing?" I  asked.

" I  took mar i juana on Saturday n ight , "  he said.  " I  haven' r  raken
any LSD. I 've had marijuana a few times."

He said he d id not  in tend to take LSD and that  he thought  he
would not take any more marijuana because-and this is especially
significant-he now believed it was possible for him "to experi-
ence the supernatural without marijuana."
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The other side of that, obviously, is that he had experirnced the
supernalural by laking marijuana.

Then he lef t  that  theme and began to te l l  me how he had found
i t  possib le to seduce a lmost  any g i r l  by a whir lwind campaign
inc luding great  personal  at tent ion,  k indness,  carefu l ly  se lected
gi f ts  (ascer ta in ing what  she l iked and then going to any length to
f ind exact ly  that  th ing) ,  doing together  the th ings she l iked best  to
do.  The technique was to show every outward ev idence of  a genu-
ine af fect ion,  having in  mind,  however,  the s ingle object  of  seduc-
t ion at  each step.

He ta lked about  medi tat ion next .  He said that  he had taken up
the pract ice at  home of just  s i t t ing,  guru l ike,  and let t ing h is  mind
wander in daydreams, fantasies. He had read, The Prophet, he said,
and several  books on myst ic ism, psychic phenomena,  yoga.

"M,v father took all the books away from me four days ago," he
sa id .

Later  one of  the execut ives to ld me that  everybody l iked Leon-
ard,  that  he had a lways been a good,  quick worker ,  but  that  la te ly
he had "gone of f  on a lo t  of  grandiose ideas."  He had taken a
memorandum wr i t ten by one of  the execut ives,  rev ised i t ,  and to ld
a secretary to have i t  mimeographed and d is t r ibuted in  h is  new
form.

"When did a l l  th is  begin wi th you,  Leonard? Al l  th is  medi tat ion
and osvchic s tuf f?"  I  asked.

" l i  s iar ted about  a year  ago when I  watched the Mahar ish i  Yogi
on tc lev is ion one n ight .  He was laughing and g iggl ing a lo t  and,
I  mean,  there was something wrong wi th h im,"  he said.

" \ t 'hat  was the next  s tep?"
"Yoga,  mind over  mat ter ,  psychic energy,  books.  I  sat  on the

edge of  my bed at  home, daydreaming,  and I  got  a l l  these great
ideas.  L is ten,  i f  I  could put  some of  them into act ion i t  would
realh '  be great .  I  have an idea for  a new way of  running th is
company .  .  .  .

I  warned h im that  i f  he d id not  get  back to real i ty  he could lose
his mind.  For  a lmost  four  years he had been able to hold a good
job in  an execut ive of f ice of  the company,  but  then suddenly h is
behavior  and speech had become st rangely errat ic .  The process
that  threatened h is  s tabi l i ty  was not  hard to t race.  He happened to
scc a guru on te lev is ion.  That  got  h im interested in  medi tat ion,
roga ,  t he  occu l t ,  psych i c  phenomena ,  and  he  wen t  ou t  and  bough t
books on these th ings-near ly  every book rack has them-and
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began to read heavi ly  in  these areas.  He took mar i juana several
t lmes .

Al l  o f  th is  had been brought  in to h is  l i fe-a l i fe  that  was wel l
organized and on the way to ef fect ive par t ic ipat ion in  adul t  re-
sponsib i l i t ies-and in the course of  a vear  i t  had carr ied h im to the
point  at  which he had had a nervous breakdown and to the point
at  which unreal i ty  had par t lv  se ized h is  mind.  He suf fered a second
nervous breakdown that  month.  The process had eaten deeply
into h is  abi l i ty  to  th ink and act  rat ional ly ,  i f  on ly  at  in tervals .

Here was a voung man who had begun to be undermined in
cr i t ica l  areas of  h is  being b,v factors that  are increasingly  present
in our  cul ture.

In th is  account  I  have changed the name, to protect  the indiv id-
ual ,  but  the conversat ions are verbat im.  This br ight  youngJew,
obviously  fu l l  o f  prospects,  s tood in danger of  becoming a v ic t im
o[  spi r i tua l  and supernatr r ra l  forces-real  forces-now loose in
our  socrety.

Because he is  aJeu,  the shock ef fect  of these forces h i t  h im faster
and harder  than they u 'ould have h i t  a  Gent i le- for  reasons I  shal l
go  i n to  l a te r .  Unde r  t he  suas ions  o f  t he  demon  re l i g i ons  o f  t he
East  he had suf fered two nen'ous breakdowns in a vear .

Not ice three speci f ic  th ings in  the l i fe  of  Leonard Marks which,
in  h is  ear ly  twent ies,  had carr ied h im to th is  point :

F i r s t ,  i nvo l vemen t  w i t h  t he  mys t i c i sm o f  t he  Eas t .
Second ,  t ak ing  mar i j uana .
Th i r  d ,  t he  s i n  o I  f o rn i ca t i on .
There,vou have i t :  Forn icat ion.  .  .  mar i juona. .  .  n t .s l ic ism. .  .  the

three-par t  program of  Satan for  the young people of  th is  nat ion
today,  and he is  pushing i t  f rom every s ide in  a h ighly  concentrated
at tack.  I t  is  th is  demonic program whose ef fects are fe l t  a t  h igh
school  and col lege campuses a l l  over  the nat ion.  And i t  is  th is
program whclse ef fects on teen-agers and young adul ts  have made
them suscept ib le to v io lence and d isorder .

You cannot  go onto the major  co l lege campuses wi thout  being
made aware of  th is  three-pronged push.  I t  is  in  the campus papers,
on posters,  in  leaf le ts ,  in  d iscussion groups,  in  magazines a imed
at  young people,  in  the bookstores,  in  the demands of  s tudent
rebels,  in  the a i r .  And,  of  course.  much of  i t  is  a lso in  that  lavor i te
medium of  the young,  the mot ion p ic tures.

Each of  these three th ings can open an avenue for  demons into
the inner  being of  a young person.  Al l  three together  prov ide a
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basis for  a crashing in f lux of  ev i l  sp i r i ts ,  fu l l  o f  potent  d is integra-
tive effects.

I  use the term mar i juana to cover  what  is  broadly cal led " the
drug scene."  The b ig push for  mar i juana began about  1966,  as d id
the push for  LSD and the hal luc inogens.

On i ts  heels came the b ig push for  " the wisdom of  the East , "  for
" t ranscendenta l  medi tat ion,"  for  gurus and Eastern myst ic ism
and Hinduism, for  the paraphernal ia  of  ido lat ry  and the super-
natura l ism that  goes wi th i t .  By 1969,  cruder forms of  demonic
supernatura l ism-occul t ism and wi tchcraf t -were coming con-
spicuously on the scene.

The b ig push for  the throwing down of  par ieta l  ru les inhib i t ing
socia l ,  and especia l ly  sexual ,  communicat ion between young men
and women in col lege gained considerable momentum in r967
and r968.

Anyth ing that  increases the possib i l i t ies of ,  and the temptat ions
to,  forn icat ion f i ts  in to Satan 's  purposes per fect ly ,  and he sup-
por ts  i t  wi th a l l  the zeal  and sk i l l  o f  h is  genius for  promot ion
(advancing apologies and encouragements,  contrary to the word
of  God,  f rom al l  k inds of  supposedly expert  sources)  because th is
s in is  usefu l  to  h im in destroy ing human beings.

Students c lamor to be le f t  a lone in dormi tory '  rooms long
e nough and late enough so they can go to bed together  i f  thev wish
ni thout  prospect  of  in terrupt ion or  subsequent  reproach.  Unl im-
i tcd opportuni ty  for  f ree love (" the pract ice of  having sexual  re la-
t ions wi thout  legal  marr iage or  any cont inuing obl igat ion")  is  at
the core of  the demand.  Of fcampus,  s tudents l ive together  as man
and woman wi thout  any commitment  to each other  for  the future.

Anv one of  these three th ings-premar i ta l  or  nonmar i ta l  sex,
Eastern myst ic ism, and mar i ju lna 'or  LSD-suppl ies a basis  for
d i rect  demonic act iv i ty  in  the l ive s of  those who indulge in  them.
( lonrb ined,  they provide the basis  for  a massive invasion of  de-
monic spi r i ts .  Thus students are sof tened up for  the push for
a r ra rch i sm,  rebe l l i on .  i nsu rgenc l .

As these three th ings a lso reach down into the h igh schools and
thc  j un io r  h igh  schoo l s ,  s im i l a r  cond i t i ons  o f  d i s rup t i on  and  de -
st ruct iveness wi l l  break out  there,  as they have begun to do.  I t  is
the t ragic  resul t  o f  the increasing degree of  in f luence and contro l
that  demons have gained in the l ives of  young people through s in.


