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A Victim of Magic

Cases of  demon-contro l led persons show a remarkable
cclns is tency 'whenever and wherever  they occur .  I  have not iced that
such cases-whether  encountered in New York in  the rg6o's ,  or
i n  Zu r i ch  i n  t he  rg5o ' s ,  o r  i n  Ch ina  i n  t he  r93o ' s ,  i n  Eu rope  more
than a century ago,  or  in  the Bib l ica l  accounts of  a lmost  2,ooo
r ' "urr  uso-are st r ik ingly  a l ike in  thei r  sa l ient  par t icu lars.

A miss ionary to Europe and a former miss ionary to China,
nei the r  of  whom knew anyth ing of  the other 's  exper iences,  gave
nre accol rnts of  thei r  deal ings wi th demon-contro l led indiv iduals
that  nratched in point  af ter  point .  And these accounts were consis-
tent ,  cven in some of  thei r  least  ord inary deta i ls ,  wi th many others
that  I  read about  or  heard or  saw at  f i rs t  hand.

T-hc pat tern of  t remendous consistency that  ran through ac-
c.ount  af ter  account  ref lects the supernatura l  real i ty  separate ly  en-
countered b1 '  many indiv iduals,  widely  scat tered in  p lace and t ime.
Demons are about  the same in thei r  mani festat ions wherever  and
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whenever they are found. Their powers are used against their
v ic t ims in ways that  have remained the same throughout  human
history.

A f r iend of  mine,  Frank S.  Boshold,  has just  completed a t ransla-
t ion in to Engl ish of  an extraord inary document :  an account  by a
German Lutheran min is ter  o[  h is  harrowing,  and u l t imate ly  suc-
cessfu l ,  e f for t  to  br ing re l ie f  to  a demon-possessed par ish ioner .

The account ,  made by the min is ter  as h is  of f ic ia l  repor t  to  the
Synod of  Wi i r t temberg,  was later  publ ished in Germany under the
title Blumhardts Kampf. It will be made available in English under
the tit le Blumhardt\ Battle: A Confbt With Satan.I have permission
to quote por t ions of  i t  here.  They show the range of  ef fects that
may be suf fered in  an extremely ser ious case of  molestat ion by ev i l
sp i r i ts .

The wr i ter  is  Johann Chr is toph Blumhardt  ( r8o5-r88o).  The
vict im for  whom re l ie f  was sought  was Got t l ieb in Di t tus.  The
events descr ibed occurred in  r84z and r843 in M<i t t l ingen,  Ger-
many.

"When she prayed at  the table .  .  .  she had a f i t  in  which she fe l l
to  the f loor ,  unconscious.  What  was heard was a f requent ly  recur-
r ing t rampl ing and scuf f ing in  the bedroom, the l iv ing room, and
the k i tchen.  At  t imes these noises lasted a l l  n ight  .  .  .  Got t l ieb in
saw with special frequency the figure of a woman . . . holding a
dead chi ld  in  her  arms.  .  .  This  woman, she said,  would a lways
stand at  the same place in  f ront  of  her  bed and at  t imes would
move loward her .  .  .

" I  decided to make an invest igat ion in  the house.  I  made a secret
agreement  wi th the mayor of  the town,  carpet  manulacturer  Krau-
shaar,  a sensib le,  sober,  and God-fear ing man;  and several  men of
the town council. [We] arrived, unexpected, around ten o'clock in
the evening.  .  .  .  As soon as I  entered the l iv ing room, two im-
mense bangs met  me f rom the bedroom. In a shor t  t ime,  others
fo l lowed.  Noises,  bangs,  and knockings of  the most  var ied k ind
were heard,  most ly  in  the bedroom, where Got t l ieb in lay on her
bed,  fu l ly  dressed.  .  .  .  In  the space of  three hours,  twenty- f ive
bangs were heard toward a certain spot in the bedroom. They
were so loud that the chair leaped, the windows rattled, and sand
fell from the ceil ing. Vil lagers at a far distance were reminded of
the shoot ing on New Year 's  Eve.  .  .  .  Everyth ing was checked in
greatest  deta i l  but  no explanat ion could be found in any wise
.  as soon as something was heard she usual ly  would fa l l  in to
v io len t  convu l s i ons .  .  -  -
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"On a Sunday n ight  I  went  there again when a number of  her
women friends were Dresent and silentlv watched her terrible con-
vuls ions.  I  sat  down at  some dis tance.  She twisted her  arms,
turned her  head to the s ide,  and bent  her  body up h igh.  Foam
flowed again from her mouth. . . .

" I t  hur t  me to th ink that  there should be no means of  help in
such  a  ho r r i b l e  a f f a i r . . . . I  j umped  fo rward ,  t ook  he r  s t i f f hands ,
pulled her fingers together with force as for prayer, loudly spoke
her name into her  ear  in  her  unconscious state and said,  'Fold your
hands and pray, "LordJesus, help me!" We haue seen long tnough
what the deuil is doing, now we also want to see whatJesus can do. 'After

a few moments she awakened, prayed those words after me, and
al l  convuls ions ceased,  to the great  surpr ise of  those present .  This
was the decis ive moment which pul led me into act iv i ty  for  the
cause wi th i r res is t ib le power.  Before I  had not  the s l ightest
thought  of  i t . "

Pastor  Blumhardt ,  having seen that  the case lay beyond the
power of  physic ians to re l ieve,  took the mat ter  on at  the level  on
which i t  actual ly  was- the level  of  supernatura l  conf l ic t .  A lmost
immediate ly ,  he became the object  of  counterat tack.

He found that  "something host i le  in  her  was d i rect ing i tse l f
against  me.  .  .  .  She c lenched her  f is ts .  .  .  .  c lose to my eyes as i f
she wanted to r ip  out  both of  my eyes quick ly .  .  .  .  F inal ly  the whole
th ing passed when wi th great  force she thrashed repeatedly.  .  .  . "

The wr i ter  te l ls  of  a la ter  v is i t :  "When I  went  to Got t l ieb in 's
house wi th my usual  companions (because I  never  wanted to go
there rv i thout  re l iab le eye and ear  wi tnesses)  .  .  .  she hersel f  was
lv ing on her  bed,  was conscious,  and fe l t  no t rouble.  Suddenly i t
seemed as i f  something went  in to her  and her  whole body got  in to
mot ion.  I  then prayed some and ment ioned the name of  Jesus.
Immediate ly  she ro l led her  eyes,  banged her  hands together ,  and
said wi th a voice which could instant ly  be recognized as not  being
hers,  not  only  because of  the tone but  because of  the expression
and character  of  i t ,  ' I  cannot  s tand to hear  that  Name. '  .  .  .  Many
threatening words were spoken against  me.  .  Those present ,
inc luding the mayor,  received many a knock and f is tb low which
horvever  were never  dared against  rne as the demons expressly
stated that  they were not  a l lowed to do anyth ing against  me,  the
pastor ,  even though they would have loved to.  Here and there she
tore her  hai r ,  threw her  head against  the wal l ,  and t r ied to hur t
hersel f  in  many ways."

The min is ter  cast  out  four teen demons on one occasion.  "Af ter
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those four teen demons were expel led,  the number c l imbed
qu ick l y  t o  r7b ,  t hen  to4z5 . I  canno t  g i ve  a  de ta i l ed  desc r i p t i on  o f
the indiv idual  scenes s ince everyth ing happened too quick ly .  .  .  .
Af ter  the last  of  those bat t les,  quietness came for  several  days.  But
at  n ight  many f igures pressed around the bed of  Got t l ieb in,  ac-
cord ing to her  s tatement .  Also a nurse said she had seen several
f igures at  that  t ime.  One n ight ,  in  her  s leep,  she fe l t  hersel f  sud-
denly seized on the neck by a burn ing hand which le f t  huge burns.
When the nurse (her  aunt)  who s lept  in  the same room had l ighted
a l ight ,  she saw that  huge b l is ters,  a l ready f i l led wi th l iqu id,  had
r isen a l l  around her  neck.  The doctor ,  who came the next  day,
could not  ref ra in f rom marvel ing at  i t .  The neck d id not  heal  unt i l
several  weeks la ter . "

One af ternoon Got t l ieb in "heatedly demanded a kni fe.  Her
f r ightened brother  and s is ter  would not  a l low a kni fe to get  in to
her  hands.  Then she ran to the at t ic ,  jumped on the window s i l l ,
and a l ready stood outs ide in  f ree a i r ,  only  hold ing on wi th one
hand on the ins ide,  when the f i rs t  f lash of  l ightn ing of  the ap-
proaching thunderstorm met her  eye,  f r ightened and awakened
her.  She came to and cr ied,  'For  God's sake,  I  don' t  want  to do
that . '  The momen[ of  l ight  d isappeared and in the return ing
del i r ium she took hold of  a rope .  .  .  and t ied i t  sk i l l fu l ly  around
the beams of  the at t ic .  She made a noose which easi ly  pul led t ight .
She had near ly  forced her  whole head into the noose,  when a
second f lash of  l ightn ing caught  her  eye through the window. As
before i t  brought  her  back to consciousness.  A st ream of  tears
flowed from her eyes the following day when she looked at the
noose hanging f rom the beam. She could never  have t ied i t  as
ski l l fu l lv  in  the best  of  consciousness.

" .  .  .  i - f ,e  pat ient  sank backwards as usual  when demonic at tacks
came on her .  .  .  .  Suddenly the wrath and i l l  humor of  the demons
broke loose wi th fu l l  s t rength [against  the min is ter ]  and many
statements l ike the fo l lowing were heard,  most ly  in  a howl ing and
wai l ing voice, 'Now everyth ing is  lost !  Now everyth ing is  betrayed!
You d is turb us thoroughly.  The whole a l l iance goes to p ieces.  Al l
is  over .  Everyth ing is  confus ion.  I t  is  your  faul t  wi th your  constant
praying.  Woe,  woe.  You wi l l  yet  dr ive us out .  A l l  is  lost . '

"Dur ing the course of  the fo l lowing days i t  became evident  that
by far  not  a l l  the demons had been removed f rom the pat ient .  .  .  .
She would of ten l ie  as dead whi le  her  breath was held f rom wi th in
her .  .  .  .  A lso somet imes she was so paralyzed that  she could hard ly
move a member of  her  body by her  own wi l l .  .  .  .  Wi th other  spi r i ts
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which identif ied themselves from then on, there seemed to be a
quest ion of  what  was going to happen to them. .  .  .  They had a
terror  of  the abyss which they fe l t  near  now and said,  among other
th ings,  'You are our  worst  enemy, but  we,  too,  are your  enemies.
I f  on l y  we  cou ld  as  we  wou ld ! 'And  then  aga in , 'Oh ,  i f  on l y  t he re
were no God in heaven! '  .  .  .  The pat ient  was tor tured incessant ly .
Her body would of ten swel l  ext raord inar i ly  and she would vomit .
.  .  .  She a lso received f requent  b lows on her  head,  knocks in  the
side,  and in addi t ion suf fered f rom heavy nosebleeding.  .  .  . "

On February 8,  r843,  Got t l ieb in " lay on her  bed near ly  a l l  day
.  .  .  caught  away in her  spi r i t  in to far  regions.  .  .  .  I t  seemed to her
that  someone led her  wi th extraord inary speed over  land and sea.
She was f loat ing above the sur face.  She f lew through many coun-
t r ies and c i t ies,  passed over  ships in  the ocean whose crews she
could c lear ly  see and hear ta lk ,  unt i l  she came to a wor ld of  is lands.
She f loated l rom is land to is land.  F inal ly  she came to a h igh moun-
ta in on whose p innacle she was set  down.  On the summit  was a
large,  wide opening out  of  which spewed f i re  and smoke.  Al l
around her  l ightn ings f lashed,  thunders ro l led,  and the ear th
quaked.  In the coasta l  areas at  the foot  of  the mounta ins she saw
that  c i t ies and v i l lages were over thrown and the dust  r ise up h igh.
( )n the ocean,  ships and other  conveyances went  in to confusion
and many of  them sank into the water .  In  the middle of  th is  scene
o[  horror  the demons which had tor tured her  most  up unt i l  then
uere brought  for th.  The worst  of  a l l ,  the demon wi th the immense
book,  was the f i rs t  to  be cast  headlong into the abyss wi th great
roar ing and screaming.  Af ter  h im about  a thousand others fo l -
lou 'c<l ,  a l l  o [whom rushed upon Got t l ieb in as i f  to  t ry  to drag her
rr i th  them into the abyss.  When a l l  th is  was over ,  Got t l ieb in was
broueht  back in  the same way as she had gone there and awakened,
rather  terr i f ied,  but  otherwise wel l .  I  cannot  guarantee what  she
to ld here but  I  was astonished and surpr ised above measure when
a shor t  t ime later  newspapers repor ted in  deta i l  about  the terr ib le
car thquake which happened exact ly  on the 8th of  February in  the
\ \ 'e  s t  Indies.  .  .  .  I  cannol  keep s i lent  about  what  re lat ionship the
car thquake of  that  t ime had wi th the bat t le  here,  a lso the weather
and other  th ings.  The drought  of the year  r84z and the excess of
ra in of  thc vear  r843 were ment ioned by the demons.  The th ing
that  horr i f ied me most  was that  the many f i res in  c i t ies ( the de-
nrons put  the number at  th i r ty-s ix)  were d i rect ly  re lated to the
in f l ucnce .  even  the  d i rec t  wo rk ' o f  t he  demons .  One  demon  espe -
c ia l lv  came to the fore which pretended to have fanned the f lames
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of  Hamburg wi th specia l  ravenous lust .  I  asked h im what  had
caused h im to do th is .  He answered wi th one word,  'Lust . '

" I t  was shown that  th ings wi thout  number in  the body of  Got t l ie-
b in had been,  to use the only rvord possib le,  charmed into her
body,  a l l  wi th the in tent  to  put  her  out  of  th is  wor ld.  I t  s tar ted wi th
vomit ing up sand and smal l  p ieces of  g lass.  Af ter  a whi le  a l l  sor ts
of  p ieces of  i ron came out ,  especia l ly  o ld and bent  boardnai ls .
Once,  af ter  much retching,  twelve of  those fe l l  in to the bowl  held
under her ,  r ight  before my eyes.  .  .  .  Beside those an unaccounta-
b le amount  of  p ins,  needles,  and p ieces of  kn i t t ing needles came
out .  .  .  .  I  a lways had several  eyewi tnesses wi th me.  I  ins is ted upon
th is  wi thout  fa i l  in  order  to prevent  ev i l  rumors.  [The objects]
could be brought  out  only  through prayer .  .  .  .  There were so many
objects that  I  could not  enumerate them al l  .  .  .  even l iv ing animals
came ou t  o f  he r  mou th . "

Del iver ing the pat ient  f rom objects that  had been int roduced,
unknown to her ,  in to her  body led Pastor  Blumhardt  prayer fu l ly
to consider  how th is  might  be,  and the fo l lowing excerpt  shows
how percept ive he l r 'as:

"Dur ing the many bat t les which I  had to go through af ter  the
one just  ment ioned,  I  thought  a great  deal  about  the way and
manner in  which the magic powers were used.  I  fe l t  a  need to be
able to th ink at  least  of  some explanat ion for  mysel f .  Of  course I
thought  that  there are st i l l  secrets about  the essence of  mat ter
which phi losophy has not  found out  wi th surety.  I  thought  i f  mat ter
was a conglomerat ion of  a k ind of  atoms,  as a l ready many phi loso-
phers thought ,  then magic would be,  I  supposed,  noth ing e lse but
a secret  ar t  taught  by the s in is ter  power,  how to d issolve the bonds
between the d i f ferent  atoms in order  to make the object  which is
being used unrecognizable,  even inv is ib le.  Then i t  enters wi th
other  th ings,  for  example ord inary fcrod,  where the person who
exerc ises th is  ar t  wants i t  to  go.  Then the d issolved bonds are
re-establ ished there and the object  appears the same as i t  was
before.

"Thus Got t l ieb in could wel l  remember f rom former t imes that
once in a whi le  she would immediate ly  feel  something st range in
her  throat  or  in  her  body af ter  having eaten a soup or  other  d ishes.
Once she tossed a le f tover  of  such a meal  to  a chicken.  Immedi-
ate ly  the chicken ran around l ike mad and af ter  a whi le  fe l l  over
dead,  as i fsuf focated.  She opened the neck and head of the chicken
and to her  horror  there were a lo t  of  shoenai ls . "

On one occasion b lood came "out  of  both of  her  ears.  both of
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her eyes and her  nose and even oul  of the upper par t  ofher  head.
That was the most gruesome thing I have ever seen. . . . At f irst
I did not know what to do, but I collected myself and, after a short,
ser ious s igh of  prayer ,  the b leeding stopped for  the t ime being.
. . . On the front part of her head above the forehead, I noticed
something and soon a smal l ,  bent  nai l  bored i tse l f  through .  .  .
f rom now on the b leeding stopped."

A miss ionary whose veraci ty  I  cannot  doubt  to ld me that  she had
discovered that objects were introduced into the bodies of human
victims by the powers of witchcraft, and she showed me half a
dozen p ieces of  metal  which she said had come out  of  the bodies
of  persons who had come to her  for  help.  The objects are
"p lanted" in to the body at  least  par t ly  to  br ing damage or  death
to the victim and perhaps also partly as the token of a kind of claim
of  Satan upon the indiv idual .

". . . This all leads up to the fact that there are people who have
the ar t  o f  being outs ide of  thei r  bodies,  in  the spi r i t ,  probably not
a lways whi le  complete ly  conscious."

Al l  o f  th is  magic has i ts  root ,  Pastor  Blumhardt  concluded,  in
" the s in of  ido lat ry ,  which by steps leads up to magic and complete
black magic."

"Idolatry may be considered every reliance on a supernatural,
inv is ib le power,  based upon which a man is  at tempt ing to obta in
ei ther  heal th,  honor,  gain,  or  p leasure,  as long as th is  power is  not
purely  d iv ine.  .  .  .  S lowly I  learned to get  a g l impse into the horr i -
b le consequences of  a l l  o f  th is  ido lat ry .  The f i rs t  e f fect  is  that  a
man becomes more or  less bound to a s in is ter  Satanic power.  This
happens through a demon which wins in f luence over  h im because
i t  is  ent iced through the act  of  ido lat ry .  .  .  .  A man wi thout  knowing
i t  and wi thout  not ic ing i t ,  is  bound in spi r i t  by Satan so that  the
spi r i t ,  o f  course a psychological  mystery,  can be absent  f rom the
body even though the soul ,  as i t  seems,  is  present  in  the body.

" .  .  .  Most  of  the wi tches and war locks to whom are ascr ibed a l l
k inds of  misfor tune,  d isease,  p lagues of  men and cat t le ,  are what
they are in  th is  capaci ty ,  wi thout  thei r  knowledge.  The most  would
be that once in a while they have a feeling of what they do in the
spi r i t  wi thout  being able to expla in th is  feel ing.  In  any case,  they
are highly unfortunate people, and from this follows that the accu-
sat ion of  a l iv ing person [against  a war lock]  is  unmerc i fu l  as a ru le
and must  be re jected

The purpose of  the p lagues and misfor tunes that  come upon
vict ims because of  magic " is  none other  but  to  dr ive these people
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into a corner  so that  they in  turn wi l l  a lso use superst i t ious and
idolat rous means in order  to be caught  in  the snare themselves."
In other words, they try to "change their luck"-to trade in bad
luck for  good luck by us ing the var ious means of  magic.

According to one def in i t ion magic is  " the ar t  o f  producing a
desi red ef fect  or  resul t  through the use of  var ious techniques,  as
incantat ion,  that  presumably assure human contro l  o f  supernatu-
ral a.gencies or the forces of nature." With it 3o^ magic spells,
magic r i tes,  magic words,  enchantments,  wi tchcraf t ,  hexes,  com-
municat ion wi th the "dead,"  and a wide var iety  of  other  pract ices
and means. There is in it, no doubt, very much quackery and
fakery,  but  there is  a lso a potent  realm of  magic that  produces real
effects. That which is not fake in it is all very ancient, and it is all
demonic and Satanic.

Magic,  has,  Pastor  Blumhardt  wr i tes,  "a ser ies of  s teps:  On the
lowest  level  are those who,  as the saying goes,  are being used in
magic i tse l f  and thus become e nsnared wi thout  being conscious
of  i t  f rom then on.  The h ighest  level  is  b lack magic proper in  which
the person serves Satan wi th fu l l  consciousness and who grants
him these powers.

" In the middle between the two categor ies are those who make
a t rade out  of  the use of  magic means.  .  .  .  Usual ly  they use pr inted
booklets .  .  .  which are revelat ions of  Satan proper."

"This th i rd category of  magic ians can speak thei r  formulas and
do thei r  manipulat ions for  a long t ime wi th the seeming con-
sc iousness of  being benefactors of  mankind,  even in the reputa-
t ion of  great  p iety ,  a l though a lways wi th a bad conscience.  But  they
are being ensnared deeper and deeper through thei r  heathen
pract ices and therefore the danger of  becoming b lack magic ians
proper comes c loser  and c loser .  Closest ,  a l though probably s t i l l
deceived,  are those who receive,  i f  I  may say so,  demons f rom the
devi l  which become thei r  counselors and which demand the name
and age of  people looking for  help and through which the magi-
c ians inqui re.  These demons appear to them, e i ther  v is ib ly  or
inv is ib ly ,  through cer ta in means which they use,  inc luding mir -
rors.  "

In  the months before he fata l ly  wounded Robert  F.  Kennedy,
Sirhan Sirhan steeped h imsel f  in  ihe lore of  occul t ism and magic.
The assassin 's  pro longed exper imentat ion wi th myst ic ism, and
his use of  a mir ror ,  was deta i led in  the long af termath of  that
jarr ing event .

In h is  bedroom, Si rhan spent  scores of  hours reading about  the
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Middle East  and the occul t .  He descr ibed about  twenty books he
read dur ing the year  preceding the s lay ing,  deal ing wi th metaphy-
s ics and the power of  the mind.

In an article tit led "Sirhan Through the Looking Class," Time
reported:  "A mir ror .  Two f l icker ing candles.  And Sirhan Sirhan.
Alone in h is  cramped room, day af ter  day,  hour  af ter  s i lent  hour ,
Si rhan studied Si rhan.  Mai l  order  courses in  Rosicruc ian myst i -
c ism had g iven h im a new creed.  They to ld the d is turbed Chr is t ian
Arab that  he could unlock f rom the mir ror  image of  Si rhan Sirhan
the inner  knowledge,  happiness and power he craved.

"Focusing h is  mind power on the looking g lass,  Si rhan soon
convinced h imsel f  that  he could order  an inanimate object  to
move.  He r igged a pendulum f rom a f isherman's weight ,  and on
command,  he said,  i t  began to sway.  Yet  te lek inesis- the abi l i ty  to
cause objects at  a d is tance to move through the exerc ise of  wi l , -
was a f r ightening power,  and Sirhan feared that  he might  lose h is
mind.  Once,  instead of  h is  own image in the mir ror ,  S i rhan saw
a v is ion of  Robert  Kennedy,  the man he was soon af terward to k i l l .

"The candles swayed and changed color .  .  .  .  One key to the
ki l l ing,"  according to the psycholanalyst ,  Dr .  Bernard L.  Diamond,
"must  be found in Si rhan's  arcane exper iments wi th the mir ror .
I t  was dur ing h is  sel f - induced t rances,  Diamond said,  that  Si rhan
scr ibbled over  and over  that  'Kennedy must  d ie." '

Dr .  Diamond,  who a lso holds professorships in  law and
cr iminology,  descr ibed the act  as murder  in  a t rance.  He said he
had made Sirhan re l ive the k i l l ing in  h is  pr ison cel l  by hypnot iz ing
him wi th a coin held e ight  inches f rom his  eyes.  He test i f ied that ,
as Si rhan f i red an imaginary gun "convuls ive ly  again and again,"
h is  face bore an expression of  " the most  v io lent  contor ted rage."

I t  would seem probable that ,  through the devices and r i tua ls  of
magic,  Si rhan unknowingly incurred an a l l iance wi th demons who
were able to dr ive h im to insani ty  and murder .  His pr ivate aberra-
t ion had publ ic  consequences that  cut  c lose to the heart  of  our
nat ional  l i fe .

Return ing to the Blumhardt  account :  "The demons answer the
quest ions asked of  them, of  course not  wi thout  an in terest  in  the
re ign of  darkness.  Thus i t  comes that  Chr is t ians ask advice at  the
mouth of  Beelzebub ( I I  K ings r :z-4) .  B lack magic ians proper are
those who,  so to speak,  have made a formal  pact  wi th the devi l .
This  can happen indiv idual ly  or  through jo in ing cer ta in societ ies
whose foundat ion is  such a secret  pact .  In  both cases the s igning
of  the name wi th b lood takes p lace.  This is  done by cut t ing the
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f inger  or  some other  par t  of  the body and using the b lood which
f lows to s ign one's  name.

" .  .  .  What  b lack magic ians are looking for  is  most ly  good for-
tune,  lust ,  money,  and protect ion against  bodi ly  dangers.  The ar ts
they possess are of  many k inds.  They are able to prov ide money
for themselves . they can kil l  people hundreds of hours away,
and st rokes of  which of ten the heal th iest  persons d ie can be the
consequence of  a magic s t roke f rom a shor ter  or  longer d is tance.
They a lso star t  f i res wi thout  being seen.  Of  course,  I  have to leave
everyone to h imsel f  as to what  he wants to bel ieve of  these th ings.
But  a las,  the horr ib le surety I  gained of  thei r  ex is tence!  However,
a bat t le  against  these s in is ter  powers,  begun by fa i th  in  Him Who
crushed the head of  the serpent ,  could never  be but  v ic tor ious.
Our Lord is  s t i l l  greater ! "

This asser t ion about  f i res checks wi th an event  f rom my exper i -
ence.  I  l ived for  s ix  years in  a large bui ld ing in  New York Ci ty  in
which there were no untoward events unt i l  a  ser ies of  f i res began
in i t .  For  a per iod of  a l i t t le  over  a month there were f requent  f i res,
somet imes more than one in a day.  Each t ime the f i re  a larm would
c lang throughout  the bui ld ing,  there would be a scurry ing to
evacuate,  the f i remen and thei r  apparatus would come and put  the
blaze out ,  usual ly  before any extensive damage was done.  The
number of these f i res went  up and up.  They broke out  on var ious
f loors,  in  var ious rooms and apartments.  Thei r  number reached
twenty in  not  much over  twice as many days.  An invest igat ion was
star ted but  i t  d id not  produce any c lear-cut  leads.  Twice a smal l
group of  the occupants met . for  prayer-  On the second of  these
occaslons a mlntster  who had come to the bui ld ing at  the request
of  a tenant  sa id that ,  whi le  he was in prayer  about  the f i res in  the
bui ld ing,  he had seen as in  a v is ion a cer ta in indiv idual  set t ing
f i res.  He said that  he took author i ty  over  that  ind iv idual  in  the
name ofJesus Chr is t  and bound h im in the spi r i t  f rom set t ing any
more f i res.  I t  was,  to  say the least ,  a  surpr is ing asser t ion.  Yet  he
made i t  wi th quiet  assurance,  as a man who knew eact ly  what  he
was ta lk ing about .  From that  day on,  the f i res stopped.  The source
of  those f i res was not  apprehended by the invest igators,  the whole
th ing was beyond them. Certa in ly  the source of  those f i res was
dr iven to set  them by the temptat ions of  Satan,  and spi r i tua l ly
ef fect ive act ion was taken in prayer  to cut  in  against  th is  demonic
prompt ing to touch of f  f i res.

I  am also cer ta in that  f i re  is  one of  the th ings that  Satan,  the
destroyer ,  l ikes to use against  man when he has opportuni ty .  He
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needs human beings to be the agents of f ire. War is full of the use
of f ire. Though it is true that it was but what they had sown, the
f i rebombing of  Dresden in Wor ld War I I ,  in  which more than

32,ooo c iv i l ians d ied in  a storm of  f i re  in  one n ight ,  had just  that
qual i ty  of  f iendishness in  i t  that  suggests a demonic inspi rat ion.

Return ing to Pastor  Blumhardt 's  account :  "The impressions I
gained in the course of  the bat t le  were a lways immediate and
remained not understood for a long time. I left them in their raw
state for  the t ime being,  but  co l lected them in my spi r i t  unt i l  f ina l ly
they a l l  f i t  in to a horr ib le coherence.  Not  unt i l  the end of  the
episode d id I  get  c lar i ty  on the whole and on the deta i ls .

"F inal ly  I  was led to the conclus ion to th ink of  a cer ta in Satanic
plot according to which all of mankind was to be drawn away after
the p lan of  the devi l ,  s lowly,  unawares and wi th decept ion,  in  order
for  the re ign of  Satan to become more common and the re ign of
Chr is t  to  be destroyed."

As to why Got t l ieb in Di t tus had become so s ingular ly  v ic t imized
by ev i l  sp i r i ts ,  the min is ter  found the in f luence of  magic or  wi tch-
craf t  present  f rom her  ear l iest .  ch i ldhood on.  Got t l ieb in to ld of
"c i rcumstances f rom her  chi ldhood which point  to  the fact  that  she
was la in in  wai t  for ,  in  order  to impl icate her  in  the net  of  magic.
.  .  .  Soon af ter  her  b i r th  she was in danger of  being carr ied away
inv is ib ly .  Her mother ,  who d ied ten years ago,  of ten to ld her  she
had the chi ld  by her  s ide in  the bed and in her  s leep she suddenly
feared for  the chi ld ,  awakened,  d id not  feel  the chi ld  and cal led out ,
'Lord 

Jesus,  my chi ld ! '  Then something fe l l  to  the f loor  at  the
bedroom door;  i t  was the chi ld .  The same th ing happened once
more in  a s imi lar  way.  .  .  .

"Soon the chi ld  was sent  to  a cousin who was general ly  feared
as an ev i l  person and who once said to the seven-year-o ld chi ld ,
'When you are ten years o ld,  I  wi l l  teach you something worth-
whi le . 'This  age is  usual ly  ment ioned as the t ime of  possib le in i t ia-
t ion in to magic.  She a lso said, ' l f  on ly  you d id not  have the name
of  Got t l ieb in ( l i tera l ly ,  lover  of  God or  beloved of  God) and had
different godparents, I would give you great power in the world.'
S imi lar  sayings caused the chi ld  concern.  In  her  quiet  thoughts
she a lways remembered the verse, 'Our Lord is  great  and of  great
power and i t  is  beyond understanding how he ru les. '

" .  .  .  Once in a whi le  sympathet ic  means [ "magic predicated on
the bel ie f  that  one th ing can af fect  another  at  a d is tance"]  and
magic l ike medicat ion were used on the chi ld  when she was s ick.
This is  why,  l ike others,  she was pul led in to the net . "
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But, having been instructed in faith in the l iving God by her
pastor and her parents, the girl shunned everything that tended in
the direction of magic. She had been, as it were, marked for in-
volvement in magic and introduced to it and "she was to be
misused according to the principles of darkness to plague others.
.  .  .  But  her  spi r i t  .  .  wi thstood the ins inuat ions of  darkness
through which she drew its hatred upon herself. There resulted,
it appears, a sort of tension between her and the sinister realm
which, as it has the desire to be unified in itself, went after her as
a deser ter .  Now the quest ion was to ensnare her  real ly  in to magic,
and at that into the deepest magic, because she only seemed safe
for the devil in this way; or to do away with her lest through her
resistance a disadvantage to the sinister realm result."

As a young woman, with both parents dead, she had the care of
a brother and a sister and was very poor. Once she had nothing
but  some bread in the house and only ten cents "but  when she
entered her room, the floor was covered with thaler pieces. She
was frightened and moved them with her feet in order to see
whether they were really thalers." A while later, the thalers van-
ished.  " .  .  .  She preferred,  as she said,  to  remain in  the most  b i t ter
poverty rather than to be made rich by the devil. . . . Before I knew
of  the above th ings,  I  heard the demons say,  'What  a shame that
th is  g i r l  does not  want  to take anyth ing.  We'a lways put  i t  so care-
fully for her.'

" .  .  .  Got t l ieb in came home once,  when once more nei ther  she
nor her  brother  or  s is ter  had any food in the house.  She was
disquieted and d iscouraged when she entered her  l iv ing room. To
her surpr ise she saw a man's shi r ts leeve fu l l  o f  f lour .  Besides th is ,
a large coin was wrapped in paper and lay on top of  the f lour  .  .  .
she kept  the f lour  and money not  wi thout  thanking God for  them,
al though she could not  d iscover  the g iver  even though she asked
al l  around.

"Later ,  however,  she ascr ibed most  of  the magic spel ls  which
occurred in her to this flour. . . . One demon later on actually said
that  i t  a l l  had been Satanic decept ion and that  she should not  have
eaten this flour. . . . These happenings give the clue, so to speak,
to the whole story. To begin with we have to do with a soul which
resisted Satan although it already felt his bondage. She felt herself
bound to one s ide,  the Satanic,  wi th a cer ta in power and her  hear t
sought for the other side, the divine. . . . Thus the battle began
which drew ever widening circles because darkness did not want
to give in and because even in the Satanic realm one member
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hangs together with the others and everything is very closely
re lated.  Thus,  no mat ter  how ins igni f icant  the person was,  a l l  o f
hell could be stirred up by and by."

When Pastor Blumhardt was drawn into the battle he deter-
mined not  to  a l low Got t l ieb in Di t tus to "become the v ic t im of
darkness at  any pr ice.  I  could only  do th is  by not  t ry ing any other
means except prayer which held fast to the invisible divine power.
Satan was constant ly  t ry ing to do away wi th Cot t l ieb in 's  l i fe ,  espe-
c ia l ly  when the secret  of  the Satanic decept ion became more and
more ev ident .  This  seemed especia l ly  to  in fur ia te the de-
mons. . . . For this reason a removal of the person seemed to be-
come ever more necessary in order that the dark powers could
make their survival sure. . . . The attacks on Gottl iebin's l i fe be-
came more gruesome every day. As every object smuggled into
her  body had the purpose of  k i l l ing her ,  she a lso t r ied much to
commit  su ic ide,  as a ru le,  however,  wi thout  being conscious of  i t .
Beside what  was to ld above,  she hanged hersel f  once in the woods
with her scarf. Without knowing what she was doing, she carried
together stones in order to hang high enough and then she tied
the scarf artfully to the tree. She had already hung, when the scarf
broke and the violent fall brought her to. On the same evening,
wi thout  my knowing the above,  one demon cal led out  of  her , 'What
a shame that  th is  g i r l  cannot  be k i l led.  She hung hersel f  and the
rope had to break. ' .  .  .  In  a l l  o f  these and s imi lar  th ings the name
ofJesus overcame, somet imes only the ment ion of  the promise in
Mark  r6 : r7 , r8  o r  Ph i l i pp ians  r : r o .

"The desi red end of  the story came dur ing last  Chr is tmas ( the
24th to z8th of  December of  r843)  when everyth ing that  had hap-
pened before seemed to come together once more. The worst part
was that  in  those days the s in is ter  in f luence a lso worked on the
half-blind brother and another sister, Katharina, so that I had to
f ight  the most  desperate bat t le  wi th three at  the same t ime .  .  .  they
were days the l ike of which I hope never to l ive through again
. . . . I clearly felt a divine protection so that I did not feel the
slightest t iredness or weariness, not even after forty hours of
waking, fasting, and wrestl ing [in prayer]. The brother was free
the fastest  and in such a way that  he could immediate ly  help me
actively from then on. . The worst attack came on her sister
Kathar ina who had before never  exper ienced the least  of  such
th ings.  But  now she raged in such a way that  she could only  be held
with diff iculty. She threatened to tear me into a thousand pieces
and I could not dare to step too close to her. She made incessant
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at tempts I to  harm hersel f  ] .  . .  .  She chat tered and cr ied so terr ib ly '
dur ing that  t ime that  one could th ink of  thousands of  b lasphemous
mouths uni ted in  hers.  The most  s t r ik ing th ing was that  she re-
mained complete ly  conscious so that  one could ta lk  to her  and so
that  she said,  when st rongly admonished,  that  she could not  act  or
ta lk  in  any other  way and to p lease hold her  qui te f i rmly lest
anything happen through her. And even afterwards she had the
clearest  memory of  everyth ing,  even of  the most  horr ib le at tempts
of  murder . "

A demon "spoke out  of  her .  [ t  ident i f ied i tse l f  ]  as a promincnt
angel  of  Satan,  as the chiefest  of  a l l  magic,  which had received
power from Satan for this work. . . . It stated that the deadly blow
to magic was g iven now that  i t  had to go in to the abyss.
Suddenly,  toward twelve o 'c lock midnight ,  i t  seemed as though i t
beheld the open fiery abvss. Then out of the girl 's throat roared
several  t imes and last ing for  about  a quar ter  of  an hour,  only  one
cry of  despair  wi th such v io lent  s t rength that  i t  seemed the house
would col lapse.  Noth ing more horr ib le can be thought  of ,  and i t
could not  be but  that  hal f  o f  the town's inhabi tants got  knowledge
of  the bat t le .  .  .  .  Even though the demon seemed to be a l l  fear  and
despair ,  i ts  def iance was,  nonetheless,  no less g igant ic  and i t  de-
manded of  God to g ive a s ign because i t  would not  go out  unt i l
a sign had been given from heaven that would shake the entire
town so that  i t  would not  have to lay down i ts  ro le as commonly
as other  s inners but ,  so to speak,  go to hel l  wi th honors.  Such a
horr i fy ing mixture of  despair ,  mal ice,  def iance and pr ide has
hardly  ever  been seen anywhere.  In  the meant ime i ts  expected
destruct ion seemed to be prepared ever  more rapid ly  in  the un-
seen wor ld.  F inal ly  the most  moving moment came which no one
can possib ly  imagine who was not  an eye-  and earwi tness.  At  two
o'c lock in  the morning .  .  .  the g i r l  bent  back her  head and upper
par t  of  her  body over  the backrest  of  the chai r ,  wi th a voice of
which one could hard ly  have bel ieved a human throat  capable,  Iand
cr iedlJesus is  Vic tor !Jesus is  Vic tor ! ' -words that  sounded so far
and were understood at  such a d is tance that  they made an unfor-
get table impression on many people.

" .  .  .  That  was the point  at  which the bat t le  of  two years came
to an end . . . she slowly came to complete health. All her former
i l lnesses which are wel l  known to the doctors were complete ly
healed .  .  .  her  heal th became ever  s t ronger and more durable.
[Got t l ieb in Di t tus became a teacher of  ch i ldren marked by]  in-
s ight ,  love,  pat ience,  and k indness.  .  .  .  Now that  a school  for  smal l
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chi ldren is to be bui l t ,  I  cannot f ind a person who would be as
suitable as she to lead this school."

Six years later,  Pastor Blumhardt wrote of her cont inued stabi l -
i ty,  health,  and usefulness.

Witchcraft in America

Possib ly  at  no t ime in th is  century unt i l  the present
would the account  in  the previous chapter  have seemed even
remotely  germane to l i fe  in  the Uni ted States.  To many,  undoubt-
edly,  i t  wi i l  yet  seem to be a horror  s tory out  of  a d is tant  p lace and
t ime,  hard ly  re levant  to  thei r  own concerns.  But  the star t l ing fact
is  that ,  as dreadfu l  as i t  is  in  i ts  deta i ls ,  everyth ing in  the account
bears a d i rect  re lat ion to cer ta in th ings now occurr ing in  the
Un i ted  S ta tes .

For every evil effect described in the foregoing account, there
is  an occul t  pract ice that  corresponds to i t .  A shor t  t ime ago there
came to my mai lbox,  unsol ic i ted by me,  the cata log of  a dealer  in
occul t  and metaphysical l i terature.  As I  leafed through i t ,  I  read of
promises of  myster ious.powers and of  var ious.pract ices that  bore
an amazing correspondence to the th ings to ld by Pastor  Blum-
hardt .  "These,"  I  remarked,  "are the causes of  those ef fects."  In
shor t ,  there are formulas and dark powers in  the occul t  realm that
can br ing about  these terr ib le resul ts  in  human l ives.  There is
supernatura l  power-power capable of  producing an impact  on
indiv iduals and events-behind such pract ices,  and that  power
der ives f rom thei r  nexus wi th ev i l  sp i r i ts .

The re has near ly  a lways been a cer ta in amount  of  sp i r i tua l ism,
possib ly  a lso of  wi tchcraf t ,  pract iced in  the Uni ted States,  but  for
the most  par t  i t  has been of f in  remote and obscure corners of  our
nat ional  l i fe  and i t  has rare ly  enjoyed widespread publ ic  favor .
Late ly ,  however,  we have watched a r is ing vogue in occul t ism,
astro logy,  magic,  the work of  mediums,  wi tchcraf t ,  and the l ike.

For  qui te a whi le  i t  was ent i re ly  the fashion in  th is  country to
hold that  there were no such th ings as wi tches- indiv iduals who
pract ice var ious k inds of  magic or  b lack magic-and I  dare say that
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anyone who had ventured to asser t ,  ten or  twenty years ago,  that
t-here uere such individuals would have been regarded as hope-
lessly medieval. Now we are faced with the fact that there are
wi tches who say they are wi tches.

Though i t  is  s t i l l  decidedly a minor i ty  phenomenon,  wi tchcraf t
is  now pract iced qui te openly in  the Uni ted States and i t  has been
get t ing a fa i r  amount  o[  publ ic i ty .

Accounts have appeared in newspapers,  magazines,  and books
in the last  two years in  which persons who pract ice some form of
witchcraft have told of their activit ies. The Dai\ rVas, the New
York tablo id newspaper wi th the largest  c i rcu lat ion in  the nat ion,
carried a full-page story by Lisa Hoffman, from which I quote in
par t :

"To moviegoers who saw the chil l ingly plausible Ro.wtnarl\ Baby,
i t  may come as a d is turb ing surpr ise to learn that  there real ly  are
such th ings as wi tches '  covens,  one of  which now operates in  an
otherwise typ ical  suburban town on the South Shore of  Long
Is land.  Long Is land holds no monopoly.  In  fact ,  [covens ex is t ]
e lsewhere in  New York,  in  NewJersey,  Kentucky,  Cal i forn ia,  Ohio,
Washington, .D.  C.  . .  .  Being what  i t  is , . the Craf t ,  as i t  is  known
to i ts  pract i t ioners,  keeps i ts  membership ro l ls  understandably
secret  and a lso the s i tes of  most  covens,  [each]  compr ised of
twelve couples presided over  by a h igh pr iestess.

"Don' t  make the mistake of  th ink ing a l l  th is  is  a p iece of  arcane
f lummery.  Twent ieth-century wi tches are deadly ser ious.  The
chants,  the swords,  the music,  the symbols,  the herbs,  and the
incense are a l l  pret ty  much what  they were in  the pre-Chr is t ian era
of  nature cul ts  when the b izarre pract ice was born.

"The Long Is land cul t  [ is ]  headed by Lady Rowen,  3e,  and her
husband Robat ,34,  to  g ive them thei r  cu l t is t  names.  .  .  .  [They]  are
whi te,  or  good wi tches [who own]  a large col lect ion of  books on
the occul t .  .  .  .  The couple,  i t  seems,  dropped out  of  the Church
of  England th i r teen years ago to become disc ip les of  Dr .  Gerald
Gardner who,  unt i l  he keeled over  on h is  breakfast  t ray whi le
reading a book on magic four  years ago,  was considered the grand
old man of  Br i t ish wi tchcraf t .

" .  .  .  They were ' remarr ied '  wi th a ponderous sermon cal led
'Handfast ing. 'This  boi ls  down to a s imple promise to be t rue to
each other  for 'as long as love shal l  last . '  I f  love doesn' t  last ,  e i ther
par ty  is  f ree to g<> h is  own way.

"That expedient philosophy is laid down in The Book of Shadows,
which .  .  .  conta ins a l l  the r i tes,  spel ls ,  charms,  cures,  and chants.
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'Once in the month, '  the book says,  ' .  .  .  gather  in  some secret
p lace and adore me who am the Queen of  a l l  wi tcher ies.  . '
.  .  .  each new wi tch copies h is  own book by hand f rom his  men-
tor 's .

"1 ' he  Long  I s l and  coven  ho lds  i t s  r i t ua l s  i n  Roba t ' s  basemen t .
.  .  .  On Hal loween,  the major  fest iva l  among the e ight  hol iday 's  on
cvery wi tch 's  calendar .  .  .  the wi tches,  a l l  nude,  wi l l  begin s inging
and dancins.  .  .  .  Members of  the coven sa) '  that  l -ad,v Rowan .  .  .
has of ten brewed pot ions that  have cured the minor  i l ls  of  thei r
chi ldren."  The wr i ter  cornments that  the wi tches "seem to share
a common fa i th  in  re incarnat ion."

Several  months ear l ier  the Uni ted Press Inte rnat ional  ncu srr ' i re
carr ied a storv f iom San Francisco on a wedding r i te  of  a l l i tch-
craf t  cu l t :  "Asking the b less ings of  Luci fer  for  a union 'conceived

in hel l , '  Beelzebub,  a pr ie  s t  of  Satan,  per formed a marr iage cere-
monr '  last  n ight  us ing a naked woman as an a l tar .  .  .  .  The dark r i te
was per formed in the smal l  icon- f i l led b lack-wal led l iv ing room of
Anton LaVel ' ,  32 .  .  .  who b i l ls  h imsel f  as the f i rs t  pr iest  o[  the
Satanic church.  I t  was conducted before a stone f i replace,  by the
l i gh t  o l cand les  s tuck  i n  human  sku l l s .  [O f  t he  nude  woman ]  LaVey
expla ined that  the a l tar  shouldn ' t  be a 'co ld,  unyie ld ing s lab of
s te r i l e  s tone  o r  r vood .  I t  shou ld  be  a  svmbo l  o f  en thus ias t i c  l us r
and  i ndu lgence . '  The  b r i deg room,  35 :  had  been  mar r i ed  tw i ce
befr r re .  .  .  LaVey said i t  was the f i rs t  t ime ever  for  the d iabol ica l
ceremon) 'which he said he concocted f rom his  f i f teen-_vear s tudy
of  rv i tchcraf t ,  sorcer \ ' ,  and Satanism. The r i te  consist " . l  , r f  b . l l t ,
gongs,  chant ing in  a magic language f rom an o ld book,  The Equi-
t tox,  and some plar ,  wi th a sword and chal ice Stuf fed
ravens,  u 'o lves,  owls,  and rats looked down f rom shelves every-
rvhere. "

You wi l l  not ice s i rn i lar i t ies of  usage and bel ie f  in  the pract ices
of  the so-cal led whi te and the Satanist  wi tches.  Both use chants and
swords in  thei r  r i tes and both have a book of  myster ies u 'hose
formulas they fo l low.  Both make a point  of  nudi ty  (a pract ice u 'h ich
Satan has been thrust ing forward la te lv  in  the Uni ted States in
several  forms) and both twist  matr imony into l i t t le  more than an
inter i rn a l l iance for  lust .

The Satanist  cu l t  worships the devi l .  The other  coven meets in
secre l  to  adore " the Queen of  a l l  n ' i tcher ies"-addressing rvor-
ship not  to  God,  to Whom al l  worship belongs,  but  to  a demon
spir i t .  This  is  the utmost  v io lat ion of  the law given by '  God to
M o s c s .

Ilademoi.sellc magazine made witchcraft the theme of a "Special
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Magical  Mystery Issue" whose cover  promised:  "Sorcery and Sex:
A terr i f ic  tour  of  spel ls ,  charms,  wi tchcraf t ,  and the myster ious
East  .  .  .  Yoga .  .  .  Ind ia 's  exc i t ing Tantr ic  ar t .  Chi l l inq occul t  novel
comp le te  i n  t h i s  i ssue . "

The issue inc luded an interv iew wi th Dr.  Harry '  E.  Wedeck,  a
col lege professor  wi th an extensive knowledge of  the h is tory of
wi tchcraf t .  Unless wi tches pract iced "whi te magic,"  Dr .  Wedeck
said,  " thei r  in tent ions and operat ions were ev i l .  Commonly they
at tempted ru in and destruct ion,  even i f  they d idn ' t  a lways succeed.
On request  of  thei r  'c l ients, '  they could b l ight  crops,  cause l ive-
s tock  t o  s i cken ,  even  cause  d i seases  i n  humans . "

Are there many wi tches around now, he was askedJ
" ln the Far  East  and India,  natura l ly ,  but  there are some in

England,  rura l  France,  a l l  over  Europe,  and everyone knows about
Hai t i .  There are wi tches in  th is  country,  too,  though they may not
publ ic ize themselves as such."  Dr .  Wedeck said that  " India 's  fu l l
o f  fak i rs  and myst ic  wr i t ings and magic,"  and he remarked,  as a
matter  oI  cur ios i t r ' .  that  "once a fak i r  in  Calcut ta predicted the
ne'xt  two rveeks of  my l i fe  prec isely . "

" l t ' s  o l d .  I t ' s  a l l  so  o ld , "  D r .  Wedeck  sa id ,  obse rv ing  tha t  he  had
recent ly  read a book t ranslated f rom a s ix teenth-century manu-
scr ipt ,  Chin P ' ing. ' l ' le i ,  which ment ioned "wi tchcraf t  pract ices,  as-
t ro logical  lore,  and spel ls  that  ruere precisely  those found in
Theocr i tus and Vergi l . "

"Vergi l  to  a s ix teenth-centurv Chinese text - that 's  qui te a jump
isn ' t  i t?"  the in terv iewer said,  to  which the scholar  gave th is  s igni f i -
cant  reply :  "These bel ie fs  are so pervasive that  I  fee l  they are not
necessar i l l '  t ransmit ted one to the other ,  br , r t  develop indepen-
den t l y . "

I t  is  important  to  catch the essence of  that .  I t  appears that  these
practices are nol transmitted from culture to culture, but that they
have sprung up spontaneously and independent ly .  The same prac-
t ices of  wi tchcraf t ,  magic,  d iv inat ion,  and the worship o[  many
gods or  sp i r i ts  are d iscovered in cul ture af ter  cu l ture between
which there has been no human communicat ion.

Dr.  Wedeck rather  weakly assigned th is  repet i t ive coinc idence
in pract ices,  reaching across broad barr iers of  t ime and space and
language,  to a s imi lar i ty  in  human thoughts.  That  misses the core
of  i t .  The fact  is  that  these pract ices have thei r  or ig in outs ide of
the mind of  man in a s ingle supernatura l  source:  Satan is  thei r
author .  They are expressions of  h is  re l ig ious purposes for  man-
k ind.  These products of  the genius of  one mind are t ransmit ted
from the spi r i tua l  realm into the human realm.
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Demons have access to every cul ture and i t  is  in  thei r  power to
communicate myster ies of  Satan to indiv iduals in  each.  These are
devi l -or ig inated pract ices that  have been separate ly  revealed to
var ious cul tures by ev i l  sp i r i ts  f rom the ear l iest  h is tory of  c iv i l iza-
t ion.

That  these pract ices are of ten ident ica l  is  an ev idence of  thei r
supernatura l  or ig in and design.  They represent  the wi l l  o f  Satan
in of fer ing human beings a var iety  of  means by which they may
seek help or  guidance or  something they desi re,  whether  good or
bad,  f rom powers outs ide themselves.  These powers are a l l  de-
monic,  and the use of  any of  these pract ices or  means of  worship
l inks a man to the supernatura l  in  a way that  su i ts  the purposes of
Satan.

Certa in i t  is  that  near ly  ident ica l  re l ig ious ceremonies and t rap-
p ings have been found in th is  century among t r ibes in  South
Amer ica.  in  Afr ica.  and in the far  Paci f ic .  These t r ibes have never
heretofore had contact  wi th the outs ide wor ld.  but  thev have had
con tac t  w i t h  demons .

Witches and wi tch doctors are pr iests of  Satan and they obta in
cer ta in powers f rom him. I t  is  not  surpr is ing,  as Dr.  Wedeck said,
that  they of ten at tempt " ru in and destruct ion,"  s ince those are
exact ly  the purposes o[  Satan.

The interv iewer to ld Dr.  Wedeck,  "Whenever I 've read about
witches and even in books l lke Rosemart's Babt. there always seem
to be st rong l inks between sorcery und t . * jand very s ic i  sex at
that , "  to  which Dr.  Wedeck repl ied:  "Wel l ,  wi tchcraf t  o f ten at -
t racted people of  unbr id led or  f rust rated sexual  appet i tes.  And
even i f  you wer-e possessed of  nei ther ,  you couldn ' t  be a rv i tch
unless you gave yoursel f  complete ly  to i t .  Which meant  involv ing
yoursel f  wi th your  coven-twelve d isc ip les and the devi l  and the
Sabbat  [def ined as "a secret  rendezvous ofwi tches and sorcerers
for  worship ing the devi l ,  character ized by org iast ic  r i tes,  dances,
feast ing,  etc . " l .  The Sabbat  a lways had a ceremonia l  orgy,  ending
in a k ind of  communion,  but  sexual  in  nature,  wi th the devi l . "

That ,  to  say the least ,  is  expl ic i t .  The devi l  desi res worship above
al l  e lse,  and th is  is  devi l  worship carr ied to the point  of  "commun-
ion"  wi th Satan in  org iast ic  sex,  through wi tchcraf t .

The same issue of  the magazine l is ted a score of  books on
witchcraft for young women to read, and recommended for "Ab-
solute ly  dependable d iv inat ion:  A method you can l ive by,"  the 1
Ching or Book of Clmnga, a Chinese oracle. In this system of divina-
t ion,  over  3,ooo years o ld,  and now appear ing in  the Uni ted States
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with much publicity, a person throws three coins six times and
then, using the result in connection with a particular section of the
book, receives guidance. Divination of any kind is part of a
demonical ly  revealed system by which men can put  themselves in
the hands of  a h igher  in te l l igence for  d i rect ion or  help.  The inte l l i -
gence activating all devices of divination is that of Satan.

Time magazine did a cover story on the many eruptions of occul-
tism in the American culture. Sybil Leek's Diary of a Witch was
extensively reviewed in the mass media. These are but several
examples out of a great many that have been brought to public
at tent ion of  la te.  And wi tchcraf t  is  just  one of  many var iet ies of
Satanic supernaturalism that have been moving to the fore.

Publ ic  in terest  in  such mat ters is  r is ing,  so much so that  accord-
ing to a report in The Naa Yorh Timts: "Harvard University's Coop,
a huge merchandising mart on Harvard Square, recently opened
a paperback book sect ion for  books on the occul t .  .  .  .  Mr.  [Roscoe]
Fi t ts  sa id that  there had been an increase in in terest  in  the occul t ,
ext rasensory percept ion,  for tune- te l l ing,  numerology,  and mind-
expansion drugs in  the last  s ix  months,  enough to set  up a new
sect ion that  inc ludes t i t les on wi tchcraf t . "

This is  not  an iso lated phenomenon.  I t  is  becoming a nat ional
one,  and the cur ios i ty  about  such th ings runs h ighest  among the
young.

Witchcraf t  and magic,  in  spi te of  thei r  widely  assumed non-
existence, are suddenly and prominently with us today. These
th ings have not  thronged upon the scene by any mere coinc idence.

Satan,  who could not  fo is t  such pract ices upon the Amer ican
publ ic  whi le  there was st i l l  a t  least  the res idue of  a Bib l ica l  fa i th
among. the people,  has now found the t ime r ipe. to br ing these dark
myster ies swarrn ing in  f rom the East  to  a decadent  Amer ican
cul ture.

It is all t imed and carefully planned fbr the weakening of the
society and the damaging of  thousands in i t ,  and i t  wi l l  increase
rapid ly  among the people.  I t  wi l l  on ly  be reversed i f  there is  an
a\{areness of its source and an awakening to faith in the l iving
God.  The present  t ragedy of  Amer ica is  that  i t  has long lef t  the
truths of the Scriptural faith on which many of its founders stood,
and to which a major i ty  of  the people at  least  gave assent ,  and that
is  why Amer ica has lost  i ts  way.

In domest ic  and internat ional  af fa i rs  the nat ion staggers as
though drunken. Its incapacity to devise effective policies is a
reflection of the fact that the nation has cast aside the truth and has
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gone af ter  l ies.  The l ies the populat ion shows i tse l f  wi l l ing to
swallow get bigger every year.

I t  is  usefu l  to  make a c lose examinat ion of  pat terns present  in
various forms of witchcraft, occultism, and false religion. Certain
th ings crop up repeatedly among them. One of  these is  sex in
crude or  perver ted or  publ ic  expressions,  par t icu lar ly  group sex
or  sex in  re l ig ious r i tes.  Sexual  s ins of  the grossest  k inds are
spawned and promoted by Satan in direct association with occult prac-
tices. Salan loves to corrupt men sexually. He wil l do it by wholesale
i f  poss ib le .

Other  s t rands running through the fabr ic  of  Satanic re l ig ious
invent ions inc lude:  the worship of  sundry dei t ies and gods;  the
obta in ing of  good luck by charms and the promot ion of  bad luck
for  enemies by spel ls ;  images;  shr ines;  the sale and use of  re l i -
g ious ar t ic les and objects;  chant ing and incantat ions;  [est iva ls ;  the
use of  incense or  the burning of  candles before statues and a l tars;
the use of  bel ls  and gongs;  beads and prayer  wheels;  obta in ing
blessings by purchase;  dancing in to a f renzy; .berobed pr iests;  the
part ic ipat ion in  myster ies through prescr ibed r i tua ls ;  ext remes of
ascet ic ism and of  indulgence ( in  the Is lamic observance of  Rama-
dan,  a s t r ic t  fast  is  requi red f rom sunup to sunset ,  inc luding sexual
abst inence,  but  at  n ight  one may take h is  f i l l  o f  the th ings avoided
by day) .

These and other  th ings belong to the house of  ido lat ry  that
Satan has set  up for  a l l  mankind.

Those are h is  a l tars,  not  God's.  They are i ls  pract ices.  This
whole vast  supermarket  of  magic,  ido lat ry ,  and superst i t ion is  h is
subst i tu te for  the worship of  the l iv ing God and for  the p lac ing of
human t rust  in  Him. God hates these subst i tu te s  wi th fury because
He knows that  they are devised as means of  separat ing human
souls from Him forever.

To those who have no knowledge of  such mat ters the surge of
in terest  in  wi tchcraf t  and the l ike may seem to be a b i t  o f  a lark,
a mi ld dabbl ing in  the fantast ic ,  a  form of  escapism, perhaps,  in
a crowded and perplex ing age.  What  they fa i l  to  understand is  that
any of  these ancient  occul t  pract ices can open an avenue int .o the
supernatura l  for  a person who becomes involved in them. Young
people who have a l ive ly  cur ios i ty  about ,  or  a hunger for ,  supernat-
ura l  real i ty  have not  the fa intest  not ion of  what  they are get t ing
into when they consent  to go on such " t r ips."

Demons are able to produce a very wide variety of supernatural
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ef fects for  human beings,  some of  them seemingly qui te lovely ,
others harrowing beyond descr ipt ion.  They are real  ef fects and
they have real  consequences ofa pract ica l  k ind.  Pract ica l ,  that  is ,
f rom the standpoint  of  Satan,  to  whom death,  d isease,  insani ty ,
and addict ion in  men are whol ly  pract ica l  to  h is  ends.

Any commerce wi th demons,  under whatever  auspices or  desig-
nat ion,  whether  avowedly good or  openly ev i l ,  can be cost ly  and
damaging beyond hope of  repai r  for  those who venture in to i t .
Even a tentat ive step in to th is  supernatura l  realm can be desper-
ate ly  dangerous.  Yet  now the means of  in t roduct ion are every-
where readi ly  avai lable to the cur ious and unsuspect ing.

I  have said that  there is  noth ing in  the account  of  Got t l ieb in
Di t tus that  does not  have i ts  counterpar t  in  the current  l i terature
of  magic and sorcery and spi r i t is t ic  phenomena.  Does money
appear out  of  nowhere? With in the last  month I  have seen books
on occul t ism advert ised that  boast  of  exact ly  th is .  There is  an
occul t  formula or  pract ice for  everyth ing f rom which th is  woman
so great ly  suf fered.  These pract ices are known to some indiv idu-
a ls ,  not  merely  by theory,  but  by d i rect  exper ience.  The Scr iptures
descr ibe some of  these myster ies as " the deep th ings of  Satan" in
Revelat ion z:24.

Some young people are rushed into the demonic supernatura l
wi th s tar t l ing speed.  A f r iend to ld me a week ago of  a young man
he knows at  work who par t ic ipated in  an exper iment  in  group
occul t ism. Dur ing the exerc ise he suddenly found h imsel f  set  in  a
weird scene,  as by a v is ion:  He was walk ing in  a long corr idor
between lwo rows of  Buddha statues that  were a l ive.  This f r ight-
ened h im. He broke the spel l  o f  i t  and came back in to real i ty .
Almost  immediate ly  he had a d i f ferent  exper ience.  He fe l t  h imsel f
to  be turned into a snake.  He descr ibed in v iv id deta i l  the sensa-
t ion he exper ienced as a snake.  There was no physical  change of
any sor t ,  o f  course,  but  h is  percept ion of  h imsel f  was t ransformed
by demons who were able to take h im over ,  at  least  temporar i ly ,
because of  h is  par t ic ipat ion in  the group exerc ise.

This young man's a larming exper ience wi th the Buddhas that
seemed al ive took h im past  the natura l  percept ion of  a s tatue as
a dead object  to  the fact  that  there is  a d i rect  re lat ionship between
rel ig ious statues and evi l  sp i r i ts .  A statue is ,  o f  course,  noth ing but
a dead object ,  but  some demons ident i fy  themselves wi th par t icu-
lar  s tatues and those demons produce the resul ts  that  are some-
t imes obta ined by addressing worship or  prayers to such statues.
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That  is  why somet imes cer ta in s tatues,  which do not  look much
different from others of their kind, obtain a special reputation for
producing a cer ta in k ind of  resul t .

The k ind of  exper ience th is  young man had probably would not
have happened in the Uni ted States ten years ago,  but  i t  is  l ike ly
to occur  more and more as such group occul t  pract ices conduct
young people d i rect ly  in to the realm of  the demons.

Occul t ism and idolat ry  go together .  There is  a d i rect  connec-
t ion between idolat ry  and demonic supernatura l ism, and Satan is
the head of  i t  a l l .  I t  is  a l l  a  par t  of  h is  vast  conspi racy to over throw
the worship of  God.

Those who oract ice soi r i t ism. so-cal led t ranscendenta l  medi ta-
t ion,  var iour  k indt  of  myst ic ism, the b lack ar ts ,  magic,  communi-
cat ion wi th the dead,  psychic ism, wi tchcraf t ,  and many other  k inds
of  demonic supernatura l ism commonly use idols  and other  re l i -
g ious objects in  thei r  pract ices.  Al l  o f  th is ,  whatever  name i t  may
bear,  whatever  guise i t  may wear,  is  Satanic in  i ts  or ig in.

YoungJews,  adr i f t  f rom thei r  her i tage,  need to become aware
of  the destruct ion that  they wi l l  incur  to thei r  minds,  thei r  bodies,
and thei r  souls and spi r i ts  by any t raf f ic  wi th these demonic inven-
t ions.  To do exact ly  the opposi te of  what  the Hebrew Scr iptures
command is  to cour t  destruct ion.

"You shal l  not  pract ice augury or  wi tchcraf t .  .  .  .  Do not  turn to
mediums or  wizards.  Do not  seek them out ,  to  be def i led by them;
I  am the  Lo rd  you r  God . "  Lev i t i cus  rg :26b ,  3 r .

(When he can get  away wi th i t ,  Satan puts terr ib le torments in to
r i tes of  in i t ia t ion and cer ta in re l ig ious r i tes.  Some demonic re l i -
g ions put  a chi ld  through f i re  to purge i t ,  a  pract ice the Scr iptures
vehement ly  condemn. The purgat ion maimed many chi ldren and
burned others to death.  I t  is  a Satanic re l ig ious devis ing for  the
harming of  the young.)

"There shal l  not  be found among you any one who burns h is  son
or his daughter as an offering, any one who practices diuination, a
soothsaler, or an augur, 0r slrcerer, or a charmer, or a medium, or a wizard,
or a necrqmancer.

"For  whoever does these th ings is  an abominat ion to the Lord,
and because of  these abominable pract ices,  the Lord your  God is
dr iv ing I the heathen nat ions]  out  before you.  You shal l  be b lame-
less before the Lord your  God.  For  these nat ions,  which you are
about  to d ispossess,  g ive heed to soothsayers and to d iv iners,  but
as for  you,  the Lord your  God has not  a l lowed you to do so."
Deuteronomy r8:g- t4.
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"Do not  def i le  voursel f  by any of  these th ings,  for  by a l l  these
th ings the nat ions I  am cast ing out  before 1 'ou def i led themselves.
.  .  .  But  vou shal l  keep my statutes and my ord inances,  and do none
of these abontiuations.

"The persons that do them shall be au offrom among their peoltle. So
keep my charge neuer Lo pract ice anv of  these abominable customs
which were practiced before you, and neaer Lo defi le yourself by
them: I  am the Lord your  God."  Levi t icus r8:24-3o.

"A man or  a woman who is  a medium or  a wizard shal l  be out
to  dea th .  Thev  sha l l  be  s toned  w i th  s tones ,  t he i r  b l ood  sha l l ' be
upon  them. "  Lev i t i cus  20 :27 .

I f  God expressly  expel led the Gent i les f rom Canaan because
they had engaged in these demonic pract ices,  and gave the land
to the Jelvs,  i t  is  reasonable that  i f  the Jews fe l l  in to these same
pract ices,  the anger of  God would be greater  against  them for  i t ,
who had been to ld never  to do them, than against  Gent i les.

The people of  Israel  d id dr i f t  in to such evi l  re l ig ious pract ices.
"They went  af ter  fa lse idols ,  and became fa lse,  and fo l lowed the
nat ions that  uere around about  them. .  .  .  And they forsook a l l  the
commandments of  the Lord thei r  God,  and made for  themselves
mol ten images and rvorshiped a l l  the host  of  heaven,  and
served Baal .  And they '  burned thei r  sons and thei r  daughters as
of fer ings,  and used d iv inat ion and sorcery,  and sold themselves to
do evi l  in  the s ight  of  the Lord,  provoking h im to anger.  Therefore
the Lord was very angry wi th Israel ,  and removed them out  of  h is
s i g h t . "  I I  K i n g s  r 7 : r 5 b - r 8 .

The same passage says that  " the Lord warned Israel  andJudah
.  .  .  but  thev would not  l is ten.  .  .  .  T 'hey despised h is  s tatutes,  and
his covenant  that  he made wi th thei r  fa thers,  and the warnings
which he save them."

The re igns of  two k ings atJerusalem st .and in contrast .  One was
Manasseh,  the other  Josiah.  The character  of  each man n,as
formed rvhi le  he was in h is  teens,  and i t  remained qui te constant
thereafter.

"Manasseh was twelve years o ld when he began to re ign,  and he
re igned  f i f t y - f i ve  yea rs  i nJe rusa lem. . . .  And  he  d id  wha t  r vas  ev i l
in  the s ight  of  the Lord .  .  .  he erected a l tars for  Baal ,  and made
an Asherah .  .  .  and worshiped a l l  the host  of  heaven,  and served
them. .  .  .  And he bui l t  a l tars for  a l l  the host  of  heaven in the house
of  the Lord.  And he burned h is  son as an of fer ing,  and pract iced
soothsaying and augury,  and deal t  wi th mediums and wi th wizards.
He  d id  much  ev i l  i n  t he  s i gh t  o [ t he  Lo rd ,  p rovok ing  h im  to  ange r .
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"And the graven image of Asherah that he had made he set in
the house of which the Lord said to David and ro Solomon his son,' ln rhis house, and inJerusale m, which I  have chosen, out of  al l  the
t r i b e s  o f  l s r a e l ,  I  w i l l  p u t  m y  n a m e  f o r e v e r . .  .  . ' B u t . . .  M a n a s s e h
seduced them to do more evi l  than the nat ions had done whom the
Lord destroyed before rhe people of Israel."

Manasseh fol lowed Saran's rel ig ious pol icy, not God's.  I r
brought much rrouble to the nat ion.-The rei igious sins of the king
led him also to sins of v iolence. "Moreover"Manasseh shed very
much innocent blood, t i l l  he had f i l led [erusalem from one end to
the  o ther "  w i th  b lood.  I I  K ings  z r : r -d , r6a .

The t iming of the judgmeni of God"is one thing of which men
may rarel ,v be sure. some men are cul  of fear ly iniheir  s ins. even
rr l  foyt-h- '  whi le others conrinue for what r""- ,  to be a long t ime.
The Bible.says that God " is not wi l l ing rhat any should p.. i ih,  brt
that al l  should reach repenrance." 

. -( l I  
peter 3:gb.) Manasseh

reigned for fifty-five years. God knew thar Manisieir would ulti-
mately lepent of his evi l .  The scr ipture says, "He entreated the
favor of rhe Lord his God and hum6led himiel f  great ly before the
God of his fathers. He prayed to him, and Gojreceived his en_
treaty and heard his suppl icat ion and broueht him aeain to lerusa-
lem into his kingdom [from capt iv i ty at Ba6ylon].  Tf,en Minasseh
knew that the Lord was God.

" lnd he took away the foreign gods and the idol  f rom the house
of the Lord, and al l  the al tars-thir  he had buit t  .  .  .  and he threw
them outs ide  o f  the  c i ty .  He res tored  the  a l ta r  o f  the  Lord . .  .  and
commanded Judah to serve the God of Israel.  Nevertheless, the
people st i l l  sacr i f iced at the high places, but only to rhe Lord their
G o d . "  I I  C h r o n i c l e s  3 3 : r 2 , r 3 , r 5 - r 7 .

^J.o;iaf bggame one of the greaiest'kings among theJews because
of his f idel i ty to the commindments or the Go"d of israer.  In his
reign, evi l  rel ig ious pract ices were swept from the nat ion and
r igh teousness  he ld  sway over  s in .'Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned thir_ty-one years inJerusalem. He did'what was i ight in the
eyes of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David his faiher, and
he did not turn aside to the r ight or ro the lef t .  For in the eishth
year of his 1eign, whi le he was yet a boy, he began to seek the bod
of David his father, and in the _twelfth year [ihen he was twenry
years oldl  he began ro purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high
places, the Asherim and the graven and molten images. [H"e]
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hewed down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Is-
rael . "  I I  Chronic les g4: t1,  7b.

"And the k ing commanded .  .  .  the pr iests .  .  .  to  br ing out  of
the temple of the Lord all the vessels made lor Baal, for Asherah,
and lor  a l l  the host  of  heaven.  He burned them outs ideJerusalem
in the fields of the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel.

"And he deposed tfu idolatrous priests whom the kings of

Judah had ordained to burn incense in the h igh p laces .  .  .
those a lso who burned incense to Baal .
to  the sun,
and the moon,
and  the  cons te l l a t i ons .
and a l l  the host  of  the heavens.
And he brought  out  the Asherah f rom the house of  the Lord.
And he broke down the houses of  the male cul t  prost i tu tes

which were in  the house of  the Lord,
where the women wove hangings for  the Asherah.

"And a l l  the shr ines of  the h igh p laces that  were in  the c i t ies of
Samar ia,  which k ings of  Israel  had made,  provoking the Lord to
ange r ' , Jos iah  removed . . . .  And  he  s lew  a l l  t he  p r i es t s  o f  t he  h igh
places who were there.  .  .  .  MoreoverJosiah put  away

the mediums and the wizards
the teraphim and the idols

and a l l  the abominat ions that  were seen in the land ofJudah and

Jerusalem. .  .  .  Before h im there was no k ing l ike h im, who turned
to the Lord wi th a l l  h is  hear t  and wi th a l l  h is  soul  and wi th a l l  h is
might ,  according to a l l  the law of  Moses;  nor  d id any l ike h im ar ise
af ter  h im."  I I  K ings z3:4-8,  rga,  24,  25.' I -hese 

ancient  pract ices of  occul t ism, d iv inat ion,  wi tchcraf t ,  and
false worship have not improved with age, nor have they changed
much.  The Word of  God st i l l  s tands against  them because they are
the work of an enemy.




